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A WELCOME FROM COUNCILLOR ARCHIE GRAHAM
It’s a pleasure to bring you the programme for Aye Write! and Wee Write! 2017.

 This year, Aye Write! is going to look and feel a little different to the people who have come to 
anticipate this fantastic celebration of books, reading and writing. 

 Although we have been hosting events beyond the Mitchell Library for some time, this is the first time 
Aye Write! Glasgow’s Book Festival will be based across three venues. 

 The CCA (Centre for Contemporary Arts) and the Glasgow Royal Concert Hall will share the hosting 
duties with the Mitchell Library as Aye Write! expands its horizons a little. 

 Whatever you choose to see, you will still enjoy the unique atmosphere of Aye Write! Glasgow’s Book 
Festival at these great venues.

 Please take part in the Big City Read which this year is Home Ground: New writing inspired by the 
2016 Homeless World Cup in Glasgow – make sure you get your free copy of this inspirational book when 
attending Aye Write! following the book launch on the 9th March.

Aye Write! is now very much a year round celebration of reading and writing, alongside Wee Write! 
Glasgow’s Book Festival for Children and Young People, it is attracting brilliant talent to Glasgow.  

The following pages detail a fantastic programme and I hope you will come and join us for some 
unforgettable insights from some of your favourite writers and new talent. 

 That there are so many great writers taking part is thanks to our brilliant programmer Bob McDevitt 
who works tirelessly to ensure Aye Write! has outstanding events and keeps developing as a festival which 
will attract a broader range of visitors every year. 

Wee Write! is also looking to be one of the strongest ever thanks to festival programmer Margaret 
Houston who continues to offer a wonderful programme for children, young people, families and schools 
to inspire young minds and nurture our children’s love of reading, supporting wider attainment.

 Thanks to our supporters Freight Design for creating such an attractive programme to showcase our 
festivals.  

 Our funders, sponsors and partners are critical to helping us make sure the festivals continue to go 
from strength to strength and I want to extend our sincere thanks and appreciation to them all. 

 Their commitment to make these festivals as wonderful as they are helps to make Glasgow such 
a great place to live and such an appealing place to visit.

Councillor Archie Graham OBE, Depute Leader of Glasgow City Council and Chair of Glasgow Life
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HOME GROUND: NEW WRITING INSPIRED BY THE 2016 
HOMELESS WORLD CUP IN GLASGOW 
Thursday 9 March | 16.30 – 17.30 | FREE 
Venue: Mitchell Library

Join us for the book launch of Aye Write! 2017 City Read Home 
Ground: New writing inspired by the 2016 Homeless World Cup in 
Glasgow. Edited by Louise Welsh and Zoe Strachan, contributors 
to the anthology range from volunteers who supported this year’s 
tournament hosted in Glasgow, to graduate MLitt students, creative 
writing tutors, as well as authors Lin Anderson, Robert Douglas, Alan 
Bissett, David Farrell and our city Makar Jim Carruth.  A range of 
powerful pieces focusing on issues that contribute to homelessness 
are included in your free copy!

RESTART SHOWCASE
Thursday 9 March | 11.00 – 14.00 | FREE
Playwright and director John Binnie and novelist Alison Irvine have 
been working with Restart groups in Bridgeton and Maryhhill. With 
this event the participants will share some of their personal writing 
with other city-wide community writing groups, family and friends. 
Fun and informal sharing over a cuppa and biscuit. 

Scottish Writers’ Centre SPEAKEASY
Thursday 9 March | 18.00 – 19.15 | FREE 
Venue: Mitchell Library
Calling all writers! Dust off those works in progress and put on your 
best prose for a night of literary readings, and creating.

Whether you’re a new, emerging or seasoned writer, we’re rocking 
the theme of Scotland’s History, Myths, and Legends and asking 
writers to respond.

Please join us by submitting pieces to read, perform, or slam about 
Scotland’s World Heritage Sites, ancient monuments, listed buildings, 
battlefields, cultural traditions, myths, stories, or legends. 
We’re currently seeking submissions from writers to read their work. 
Submissions accepted at info@scottishwriterscentre.org.uk with 
Aye Write! as a subject line. 

ST MUNGO’S MIRRORBALL POETRY OPEN MIC
Thursday 9 March | 19.45 – 20.45 | FREE
Venue: Mitchell Library
St Mungo’s Mirrorball - Glasgow’s Poetry Network - and Jim Carruth 
(Poet Laureate for Glasgow) host their popular open mic session. An 
opportunity for budding and established poets to 
read their own work. So whether you have a number of poetry 
collections out or are reading in public for the first time this is for 
you. A wonderful opportunity to experience and enjoy Glasgow’s 
diverse poetic voices. 

LEARNING FOR THE FUTURE: 
GLASGOW’S LEARNING CREATIVE WRITING 
WORKSHOP FOR ADULT LITERACIES LEARNERS
Friday 10 March | 13.00 – 14.30 | FREE 
Venue: Mitchell Library
A Live Literature workshop led by John Binnie will support adult 
literacies learners develop their creative writing skills on the theme 
of Learning For The Future. Adults who have been developing their 
literacies skills with one of Glasgow’s Learning community-based 
providers come together in an informal setting to get tips on moving 
forward with their writing. By invitation only.

SUDDEN FAME 
Sunday 12 March | 18.00 – 20.00 | FREE
Venue: Mitchell Library
The Federation of Writers (Scotland) presents ‘Sudden Fame’ - 
a spoken word event where members of the Federation of Writers, 
the public and members of writers’ groups, are provided with an 
opportunity to perform a selection of their work within 5 minute 
slots. Always a friendly and stimulating event, book a slot early 
and practice your reading. Get ready for the INSTANT 
RECOGNITION provided by SUDDEN FAME. 

If you would like to read, please book a slot by emailing 
fedwritersscot@gmail.com as soon as possible. Please note places 
usually fill up fast.

SCOTTISH POETRY LEGENDS ON FILM
Wednesday 15 March | 18.30 – 19.30 | FREE
Venue: Kelvin Hall
If you haven’t yet been to the new National Library at the Kelvin Hall, 
this event could be the perfect opportunity to visit. Professor Alan 
Riach from Glasgow University will present a personal selection from 
its archive of Scottish Poets on film which includes Liz Lochhead from 
the 1980s, Hugh MacDiarmid, even Maya Angelou on Burns.

FREE EVENTS

mailto:info@scottishwriterscentre.org.uk


DONATE TODAY AND HELP US 
TO INSPIRE YOUNG PEOPLE TO 
FALL IN LOVE WITH READING.

LEARNING FOR THE FUTURE: 
GLASGOW’S LEARNING CELEBRATION OF WRITING 
FROM COMMUNITY-BASED ESOL LEARNERS 
Thursday 16 March | 12.30 – 14.00 | FREE 
Venue: Glasgow Royal Concert Hall 
Join learners from Glasgow’s diverse communities, including 
refugees and asylum seekers, new and settled migrant communities 
as they look to the future through their writing. The event includes 
an opportunity to mingle and enjoy the display of learners’ work.

Booking Information: Contact Glasgow’s Learning on 0800 027 6402 
to book.

LEARNING FOR THE FUTURE: 
GLASGOW’S LEARNING CELEBRATION OF WRITING FROM 
COMMUNITY-BASED LITERACY AND CREATIVE LEARNERS 
Friday 17 March | 13.00 – 14.30 | FREE 
Venue: Mitchell Library 
Join us for this lively event where Glasgow’s Learning community-
based adult learners share their visions on Learning For The Future. 
The event includes an opportunity to mingle and enjoy the display 
of learners’ work.

Booking Information: Contact Glasgow’s Learning on 0800 027 6402 
to book.

GLASGOW: A READING CITY
Friday 17 March | 16.00 – 17.30 | FREE
Venue: Mitchell Library
Join doctoral students from the University of Glasgow, University 
of Strathclyde, University of Stirling, and Glasgow Caledonian 
University to hear about their latest research, and take part in the 
discussion on Glasgow’s love for books: past, present and future. 
Researchers will share a glimpse of their current work on readers, 
reading, literature and literacy. Following the talks, the floor will be 
opened to you – the audience!

University of Stirling doctoral candidates, Paul Docherty and Lauren 
Weiss, will open the discussion and you are invited to help explore 
questions on Glasgow: A Reading City.

Text READING to 70300 and donate £3 today

 The Wee Write Reading and Literacy Fund is part of Glasgow Life which is the operating name of Culture & Sport Glasgow. Culture & Sport Glasgow 
is registered as a Scottish Charity (no. SC037844)

*Save the Children. Read on Get on **National Literacy Trust

Or donate online via our box office          For further information visit weewrite.co.uk

Did you know?
• 1 in 5 Scottish children from poorer families leave primary school unable to read well*
• 1 in 7 children do not have a book of their own at home**

We believe that all children, no matter their background, should have access to the life changing 
opportunities that reading provides.

Your support will help us develop city-wide reading activities for the whole family, bringing to life the 
magical world of books.
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Jones), Mauricio Molizane (Julia Scheele), Lesley Glaister (Andrew Greig), Roland Owsnitzki (Mike Heron), Leo 
Cackett (Catherine Mayer)



BUY TICKETS AT WWW.AYEWRITE.COM

 AYE WRITE! 2017 | 5 GLASGOW'S BOOK FESTIVAL

Get inspired at this Aye Write! and try 
some writing of your own, with a special 
programme created in collaboration with 
the Centre for Lifelong Learning (University  
of Strathclyde) and Glasgow Caledonian 
University. ‘Give it a Go’ sessions focus on 
beginners, ‘What you need to know’ sessions 
and masterclasses focus on more advanced 
writers, with all other sessions open to all.
Each session costs £15* plus booking fee 
and will take place in the Mitchell Library. 

* Comics Drawing Masterclass £10 

THURSDAY 9 MARCH 
 
CREATIVE WRITING: WHAT YOU 
NEED TO KNOW ABOUT STORY 
AND PLOT
14.30 – 16.30 | £15
David Pettigrew BA MPhil

Every reader wants a good story and 
providing one is the objective of every writer. 
This interactive workshop looks at ways of 
building stories that satisfy and entertain, 
from developing an initial idea through 
to creating a coherent, persuasive and 
compelling plot.

WRITING FOR COMICS AND 
GRAPHIC NOVELS: THE WILL 
EISNER WAY 
17.00 – 19.00 | £15
John McShane MA

Based on the courses and instructional 
books by Will Eisner, one of the most 
important creators of Graphic Novels, John 
McShane will explain how to write in words 
and pictures. After studying examples 
of the function of the frame/panel, the page 
as a unit, the importance of stereotypes, 
the use of symbolism, and the importance 
of timing, the class will set about creating 
a script for a 3-page comic. After the class, 
students will be invited to send their own 
scripts to John for his comments. 

FRIDAY 10 MARCH

RESEARCH FOR WRITERS
12.00 – 14.00 | £15
Ronnie Scott BA, M Phil, PhD, FSA Scot

Research is an essential skill for all writers, 
whether you’re composing history or 
biography, chick lit or Tartan Noir. These lively 
workshops will show you how to carry out 
research both quickly and efficiently, and 
to find the inspiration and information you 
need, in the Mitchell collections and online. 
We’ll look at books, newspapers, magazines, 
maps, photographs, archives and online 
services. There will be plenty of chances to ask 
questions about research, and specific topics.

GIVE IT A GO: POETRY WRITING 
15.00 – 17.00 | £15
Linda Jackson PhD

This session is for those who have been circling 
the poet in themselves for some time or for 
those who have been tentatively beginning the 
process of getting poems onto the page.

WRITING HISTORICAL 
FICTION MASTERCLASS 
WITH BEATRICE COLIN
18.00 – 19.30 | £15

Beatrice Colin’s novel, To Capture What 
We Cannot Keep, is set in 19th century Paris. 
In this masterclass, we will look methods for 
creating compelling historical fiction, what 
works and why. Looking at research, style and 
plot, this class is aimed at all levels of ability. 
Beatrice will be reading with Dilys Rose 
Sunday 12 Mar 6.30pm Mitchell Library.

SATURDAY 11 MARCH

COMICS DRAWING MASTERCLASS 
WITH EMMA VIECELI
11.30 – 12.30 | £10

Emma’s work includes: The Adventures of 
Supergirl for DC, Doctor Who for Titan 
comics, the New York Times-bestselling 

Vampire Academy graphic novel series for 
Penguin Random House, and the critically 
acclaimed independent web series, BREAKS 
with co-creator Malin Ryden. She is currently 
working on the Alex Rider series for Walker 
books and Back to the Future for IDW. Join 
Emma to learn the secrets of her craft.
Be sure not to miss her talking all things 
comics on Sat 11 March 1.15pm CCA 

GIVE IT A GO: CREATIVE WRITING 
14.00 – 17.00 | £15
David Pettigrew BA MPhil

Ever wondered what it takes to become 
a writer? All you really need is an interest in 
the written word and some time to devote to 
it. Based around practical writing exercises 
and group discussion, this session will help 
you to start your own writing journey and 
show you how to keep going. All you need to 
bring is a notepad, pen or pencil and your 
desire to give it a go. (3 hour session).

SUNDAY 12 MARCH

CREATIVE WRITING: WHAT YOU 
NEED TO KNOW ABOUT REVISION 
AND EDITING
14.00 – 16.00 | £15
David Pettigrew BA MPhil

It’s often said that it’s not the writing that a 
reader sees on the page of a novel or short 
story - it’s the rewriting. This interactive 
workshop covers the basics of drafting and 
editing, looking at common mistakes and 
introducing the skills needed to refine a piece 
of writing so that it reaches its full potential.

WEDNESDAY 15 MARCH

RADIO DRAMA MASTERCLASS
10.00 – 11.30 | £15

Learn skills and tricks for writing radio drama 
from Gaynor Macfarlane, Senior Producer - 
BBC Radio Drama in Glasgow and 
Chris Dolan.

AYE WRITE! 2017 CREATIVE WRITING 
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WRITING TELEVISION DRAMA
12.00 – 13.30 | £15

A lively introduction to TV drama with 
Chris Dolan and a lecture from Glasgow 
Caledonian’s Masters Degree in Fiction 
Writing for Television.

THURSDAY 16 MARCH

HOUSE HISTORIES: A DIFFERENT 
APPROACH TO ANCESTRY
12.00 – 14.00 | £15
Ronnie Scott BA, M Phil, PhD, FSA Scot

Does your house have an interesting history? 
Researching its ‘life story’ can be fascinating 
and rewarding: you can learn about the 
landowner, the developer, and the lives of 
the various occupants. You can also see how 
your neighbourhood grew and changed 
over time. We’ll look at land and property 
records, valuation and electoral rolls, maps, 
photos, newspapers and other sources to 
tell the whole story. The creative inspiration 
to be drawn from this can be an excellent 
springboard for writing or simply for your 
own interest.

CREATIVE WRITING: WHAT YOU 
NEED TO KNOW ABOUT POINT 
OF VIEW
14.30 – 16.30 | £15
David Pettigrew BA MPhil

An understanding of ‘point of view’ is a key 
writing skill, but it is often misunderstood. 
This seminar will explain the different 
perspectives you can employ in your writing 
and introduce key skills in using them 
effectively to help your stories make the best 
impression on your readers.

SCREENWRITING FOR 
BEGINNERS: FROM PREMISE 
TO SCRIPT
17.00 – 19.00 | £15
John McShane MA

Screenwriting for beginners is centred round 
the art and craft of storytelling. It will cover 
the importance of screenplay format, acts, 
genres, themes, tones and characters. It will 
equip you with the skills to get started with 
writing a script for the large or small screen.

FRIDAY 17 MARCH

START WRITING YOUR LIFE STORY
12.00 – 14.00 | £15
Ronnie Scott BA MPhil PhD FSA Scot

You’ve had an interesting life, and you’ve 
always fancied writing about it. This session 
will get your project started, and give 
you a clear roadmap for finishing. We’ll 
begin with suggestions for finding time to 
write, then look at structuring your story, 
brushing up your spelling and grammar, 
putting life events in context, researching 
the background to your life, and how you 
might make your work public. Whether you’re 
writing for your family and friends, for future 
generations, or just for your own amusement, 
this class will get the show on the road.

GIVE IT A GO: CREATIVE WRITING 
FOR CHILDREN
15.00 – 17.00 | £15
Linda Jackson PhD

This session is for those who would like to get 
some pointers about the best way forward 
when deciding to write poetry or prose for 
children. There will be a mix of exposition, 
workshop, exemplars and fun. The taster is 
suitable for beginners and those who have 
some experience of children’s books.

JOURNALING FOR WRITERS
18.00 – 20.00 | £15
Nikki Cameron BA PGCE MLitt

Keeping a journal is one of the best tools to 
ensure that you keep practicing your writing. 
This taster will examine examples of writers 
that use journals, the benefits of journaling, 
creating and maintaining the habit and 
different journaling techniques to encourage 
creativity, character and plot development. 

SATURDAY 18 MARCH

COMEDY WRITING MASTERCLASS 
WITH FIONA GIBSON
12.00 – 13.30 | £15

What’s the secret to writing a novel that’ll 
have your readers chuckling on the bus? 
How can you tell if it’s funny when you’re 
sitting at home, grafting away? Fiona 

Gibson, author of 11 best-selling romantic 
comedy novels, shares her tips and tricks in 
this inspiring workshop.

CREATIVE WRITING: WHAT YOU 
NEED TO KNOW ABOUT 
CHARACTER
14.00 – 16.00 | £15
David Pettigrew BA MPhil

Characters are one of the main ingredients 
of a good story, and even for writers of non-
fiction a key skill is the ability to bring people 
to life on the page. This interactive workshop 
covers all you need to know about building 
characters: how to use your imagination and 
observation to create them, how to give them 
a personality, how to give them a voice, and 
how to build stories out of them.

CREATIVE WRITING: WHAT YOU 
NEED TO KNOW ABOUT DIALOGUE
17.00 – 19.00 | £15
David Pettigrew BA MPhil

Whether you’re working on fiction or 
non-fiction, dialogue is an essential tool in 
bringing your writing to life. The personalities 
in your writing - real people or made up 
characters - will engage your reader most 
when they speak, but they have to do it in 
a believable way. In this interactive 
workshop, learn the basics about creating 
convincing dialogue and where to use it to its 
best advantage.

SUNDAY 19 MARCH

GIVE IT A GO: CREATIVE WRITING
14.00 – 17.00 | £15
David Pettigrew BA MPhil

Ever wondered what it takes to become a 
writer? All you really need is an interest in the 
written word and some time to devote to it. 
Based around practical writing exercises and 
group discussion, this session will help you 
to start your own writing journey and show 
you how to keep going. All you need to bring 
is a notepad, pen or pencil and your desire to 
give it a go. (3 hour session).
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GRAHAM HUNTER 
WITH ALEX McLEISH
The Big Interview Live
Venue: Glasgow Royal Concert Hall 
18.00 – 19.20 | £10

Former Rangers, Scotland and Aston Villa manager Alex McLeish 
joins Graham Hunter for a ‘live’ episode of the popular ‘Big Interview 
with Graham Hunter’ podcast. McLeish will reflect on his decorated 
playing and management career: How his ‘Football Manager’-
obsessed son alerted him to the talents of a teenage Leo Messi before 
the world knew of his genius; and how he would later enquire about 
bringing Messi to Rangers on loan, only to be told by Frank Rijkaard’s 
assistant to try and secure a deal for Andres Iniesta instead. Sir Alex 
Ferguson, McLeish’s first manager at Aberdeen, will pop up in stories 
and there will be an audience Q and A.

  
DIANE WATTERS
St Peter’s Cardross
Venue: Mitchell Library
18.00 – 19.00 | £9

For the past three decades, the ruin of St Peter’s College has sat 
crumbling, graffiti snaking across its walls and nature reclaiming its 
concrete. It has gained a mythical, cult-like status among architects, 
preservationists and artists. St Peter’s fulfilled its original role as 
a seminary from 1966 to 1979. Now in 2017, St Peter’s is renewed as 
a cultural space, the site of NVA’s globally publicised event 
‘Hinterland’ and soon to be refurbished in a multi-million pound 
re-development. Diane Watters will present an illustrated talk which 
looks at the story of an architectural failure which morphed into a 
tragic modernist myth, and will delivers an exploration of how one of 
Scotland’s most singular buildings became one of its most troubled 
- and most celebrated. 
 
 
 
 
 

   
Chris Brookmyre introduces 
DANIEL COLE AND HELEN FIELDS
Venue: Mitchell Library
18.00 – 19.00 | £6

We are continuing our tradition of having established authors 
introduce the work of debut writers we think will become big names 
of the future and Chris Brookmyre kicks of this year’s sessions with 
two addictive new crime writers. 

Daniel Cole’s Ragdoll has one of those high concept plots that 
you just know will have film producers beating a path to his door. 
A body is discovered with the dismembered parts of six victims 
stitched together, leading to a dark and twisting tale that becomes 
the first case for detectives Wolf and Baxter.

Perfect Remains by Helen Fields introduces Detective Inspector 
Luc Callanach, recently re-located to Scotland from Interpol. He is 
drawn into a race against the clock as a series of successful women 
are abducted and must journey into the mind of a troubled individual. 
 

  
CHRIS PALING
Reading Allowed
Venue: Mitchell Library
18.00 – 19.00 | £9

Aye Write! has always been very proud of the amazing work that our 
librarians do all year round here at the Mitchell and in libraries across 
the country. Chris Paling works as a librarian in a small-town library 
and Reading Allowed is the story of the staff, and the fascinating 
group of people who use the library on a regular basis. 

We’ll meet characters like the street-sleepers Brewer, Wolf and 
Spencer, The Mad Hatter, Sons of Anarchy Alan, and Trish, for whom 
the marital status of everybody she meets is of huge interest.

Chris’s stories are tragic, amusing, and surreal, and together they 
show that libraries are one of the few places left where anyone can 
go to find someone who will give them the time of day. 
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SARA SHERIDAN & J. DAVID SIMONS 
Compelling and Complex Characters
Venue: CCA
18.00 – 19.00 | £6

Sara Sheridan was named one of the Saltire Society’s 365 Most 
Influential Scottish Women, past and present and will be talking 
about her most recent novel On Starlit Seas which follows celebrated 
writer and historian Maria Graham as she makes the treacherous 
voyage from Brazil to London to deliver her latest book to her 
publisher. J. David Simons studied law at University of Glasgow and 
was shortlisted for the McKitterick Prize for his first novel The Credit 
Draper. He will be launching his latest novel A Woman of Integrity; the 
story of one woman’s obsession with the life of a silent movie star and 
the consequences of the decisions we make. 
 
 
 
 
 

      
404 INK 
A Brand New Publisher for Scotland
Venue: Mitchell Library
19.45 – 20.45 | £6

The new indie publishers 404 Ink launched with a bang in late 2016 
and we are proud to present a night of eclectic readings and 
entertainment from a selection of authors in their latest literary 
magazine. Join Helen Sedgwick (author of The Comet Seekers), the 
multi-talented Kevin MacNeil (The Brilliant and Forever) alongside 2016 
Scottish Book Trust New Writer Awardee Karyn Dougan and hilarious 
upcoming Glasgow writer Chris McQueer. Poet and performer 
Nadine Aisha Jassat will also read from her contribution to 404 Ink’s 
first book Nasty Women, a collection of essays and accounts on what 
it is to be a woman in the 21st century. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
GENERAL THE LORD RICHARD DANNATT
Boots on the Ground 
Venue: Glasgow Royal Concert Hall
19.45 – 20.45 | £10 
Sponsored by Turcan Connell

General the Lord Dannatt GCB CBE MC DL served in the army from 
1969–2009, during which time he led troops in Northern Ireland, 
Bosnia and Kosovo and held the positions of Commander-in-Chief, 
Land Command and Chief of the General Staff. In his book Boots on 
the Ground he tells the story of the last 70 years of the British Army, 
set against the backdrop of Britain’s shifting security and defence 
policies. From the decolonisation of India to the two interventions in 
Iraq and Northern Ireland, the book tells the fascinating story of how 
the British Army has shaped, and been shaped by, world events from 
the Cold War to the Good Friday Agreement and the EU Referendum. 
He will be in conversation with David Pratt, Contributing Foreign 
Editor of the Herald.

    
GULWALI PASSARLAY
My Journey to Safety as a Child Refugee
Venue: CCA
19.45 – 20.45 | £9 

Gulwali Passarlay was sent away from Afghanistan at the age of 
twelve, after his father was killed in a gun battle. Smuggled into Iran, 
Gulwali began a twelve month odyssey across Europe, spending 
time in prisons, suffering hunger, a terrifying journey in a tiny boat, 
and enduring a month in the camp at Calais. In Britain he was 
fostered, sent to a good school, won a place at a top university, and 
was chosen to carry the Olympic torch. In his extraordinary memoir 
The Lightless Sky he tell his story – bringing vividly to life the plight 
of the thousands of men, women and children who are making this 
perilous journey every day. Gulwali’s experience is an important story 
of our times and his book celebrates the triumph of courage and 
determination over adversity. Chaired by Ruth Wishart. 
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THE REVEREND RICHARD COLES 
Bringing in the Sheaves
Venue: Mitchell Library
19.45 – 20.45 | £10
Chaired by Richard Holloway 

We’re pleased to extend a warm welcome back to the former 
Communard and much-loved broadcaster (Saturday Live on Radio 4, 
Pause for Thought on Radio 2).

For centuries the Church calendar - and the Church minister - 
gave character and personality to British life. Today, however, as the 
shape of the year has become less distinct and faith no longer as 
privileged or persuasive, that figure has become far 
more marginal. 

In his latest book Bringing in the Sheaves, the Reverend Coles 
leads us from the season of Petertide, through Advent and Christmas 
to Lent and Easter. 

Written with extraordinary charm and erudition, the book features 
a multitude of characters and events from parish life set against a 
backdrop of the Christian calendar. Richard will chaired by the writer, 
broadcaster and cleric Richard Holloway.

  
CRAIG RUSSELL, ROD REYNOLDS 
& DREDA SAY MITCHELL
Decades of Crime
Venue: Mitchell Library
19.45 – 20.45 | £9

What connects 1950s Glasgow with 1940s Arkansas and 1970s 
London? The answer is the latest novels from these cracking 
crime writers!

Craig Russell’s PI Lennox has been called the Scottish Philip 
Marlowe and The Quiet Death of Thomas Quaid delivers a new 
helping of fast-paced detective noir. 

There are also echoes of Chandler in Rod Reynolds’ exceptional 
second novel Black Night Falling which picks up just a few months 
on from The Dark Inside, and once again displays the feel for place, 
period and atmosphere which marked out his acclaimed debut.

Dreda Say Mitchell grew up in the East End of London and Blood 
Sister, her latest book is the first part of a trilogy that will follow one 
family over forty years on an East London estate. Chaired by the 
BBC’s Theresa Talbot.

Kicking off our popular series of The Books That Made Me is the artist and playwright 
John Byrne. John was born in Paisley and was educated at the town’s St Mirin’s 
Academy before attending Glasgow School of Art. He is perhaps best known as a 
playwright for The Slab Boys Trilogy, which have been recently presented in new 
productions at the Citizens Theatre. He also enjoyed great success on television with 
Tutti Frutti, Normal Service and Your Cheatin’ Heart. As an artist, Byrne’s first London 
one-man show was held at the Portal Galley in 1967, while he was working as a carpet 
designer in Elderslie. His work is held in major collections in Scotland and abroad. John 
will be talking to Clare English about the most important books in his life.

JOHN BYRNE
The Books That Made Me
Venue: Glasgow Royal Concert Hall
18.00 – 19.00 | £10

THURSDAY 9TH MARCH
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RICHARD HOLLOWAY 
A Little History of Religion
Venue: Mitchell Library
18.00 – 19.00 | £9

In an era of hardening religious attitudes and explosive religious 
violence, the former Bishop of Edinburgh Richard Holloway offers 
a welcome antidote in his latest book A Little History of Religion. 
Writing for those with faith and those without, he encourages 
curiosity and tolerance, accentuates nuance and mystery, and 
calmly restores a sense of the value of faith. Ranging far beyond the 
major world religions of Judaism, Islam, Christianity, Buddhism, and 
Hinduism, Holloway also examines where religious belief comes from, 
the search for meaning throughout history, today’s fascinations with 
Scientology and creationism, religiously motivated violence, hostilities 
between religious people and secularists, and more. Holloway proves 
an empathic yet discerning guide to the enduring significance of faith 
and its power from ancient times to our own. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MATTHEW PARRIS 
Scorn
Venue: Mitchell Library
18.00 – 19.00 | £10

There’s no pleasure like a perfectly-turned put-down (when it’s 
directed at somebody else, of course) and Matthew Parris’s Scorn 
is a selection of the funniest, sharpest, rudest and most devastating 
insults in history, from ancient Roman graffiti to the battlefields 
of Twitter. Drawing on bile from such masters as Dorothy Parker, 
Elizabeth I, Donald Trump, Groucho Marx, Winston Churchill, Mae 
West and Alastair Campbell, Scorn includes everything from the 
perfect elegant riposte to a brutal verbal sledgehammer. 
A few examples:

‘Authors are easy to get on with - if you’re fond of children.’ 
Michael Joseph 

‘I married beneath me - all women do.’ Nancy Asquith 
‘Only two things are infinite, the universe and human stupidity, 

and I’m not sure about the former.’ Albert Einstein
Chaired by Ruth Wishart.

   
VASEEM KHAN AND ABIR MUKHERJEE 
The Jewel in the Crime
Venue: Mitchell Library
18.00 – 19.00 | £6

This session brings together two young crime writers who have 
chosen India as the setting for their novels.

Vaseem Khan’s The Perplexing Theft of the Jewel in the Crown, 
is the second book in the charming Baby Ganesh series. When 
the Crown Jewels go on display in Mumbai, security is everyone’s 
principal concern. And yet, on the very day Inspector Chopra visits 
the exhibition, the Koh-i-Noor diamond is stolen from under his nose…

Abir Mukherjee’s A Rising Man is the start of an atmospheric 
and enticing new historical crime series. Captain Sam Wyndham, 
former Scotland Yard detective, is a new arrival to Calcutta. Still 
haunted by his experiences in The Great War, Wyndham is caught 
up in a murder investigation that will take him into the dark underbelly 
of the British Raj. Chaired by the BBC’s Theresa Talbot. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
PAUL CORNELL
Venue: CCA
18.00 – 19.00 | £6

Paul Cornell is a writer of science fiction and fantasy in prose, comics 
and TV, one of only two people to be Hugo Award-nominated for all 
three media. He’s written Doctor Who for the BBC, Action Comics for 
DC, and Wolverine for Marvel. He’s won the BSFA Award for his short 
fiction, an Eagle Award for his comics, and shares a Writer’s Guild 
Award for his television work. Paul will be in conversation with Sasha 
de Buyl-Pisco about his writing career including his most recent 
novels Who Killed Sherlock Holmes?, The Lost Child of Lychford and 
the soon to be published, Chalk. 
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RODDY WOOMBLE
Instrumentals
Venue: Glasgow Royal Concert Hall
19.45 – 21.15 | £12

Having toured the world as frontman of Idlewild, acclaimed 
songwriter Roddy Woomble recently toured UK in celebration of the 
10th anniversary of his critically acclaimed solo album, My Secret 
Is My Silence.

Roddy now lives on Mull, from where he hosts the annual Iona 
Village Hall Music Festival and has recently published, Instrumentals, 
which collects together his lyrics along with an archive of Roddy’s 
notebooks, paintings and artefacts as well as rare photographs of 
Roddy’s life in the Scottish Hebrides – images which, like the words, 
piece together an in-depth narrative of a past and present. Roddy 
will be performing some of his best known songs with Sorren Maclean 
and Hannah Fisher at this very special event as well talking to Nicola 
Meighan about the book and where his career will take him next. 
Chaired by Nicola Meighan. 
 

 
ANN CLEEVES AND LIN ANDERSON 
The Darkness of Orkney & Shetland
Venue: Mitchell Library
19.45 – 20.45 | £10

The BBC series Shetland starring Douglas Henshall as detective 
Jimmy Perez has brought a whole new legion of fans to the books 
by Ann Cleeves on which it is based.

Cold Earth is the seventh in the series and is set in the dark days 
of a Shetland winter where the body of a dark-haired woman is found 
in a cottage caught in a landslide.

Lin Anderson‘s None but the Dead is the eleventh book in the Rhona 
MacLeod series and is set on Sanday, one of Britain’s northernmost 
islands. When human remains are discovered at a primary school 
in midwinter, Rhona finds daylight in short supply and some of the 
island’s inhabitants less than co-operative. Ann and Lin will be in 
conversation with award-winning crime writer Alex Gray.

  
JULIAN GLOVER 
Man of Iron – Thomas Telford
Venue: Mitchell Library
19.45 – 20.45 | £9

Born in 1757 in the Scottish Borders, Thomas Telford’s life spanned 
almost eight decades of gloriously obsessive, prodigiously productive 
energy. A stonemason turned architect turned engineer, he invented 
the modern road, built churches, harbours, canals, docks and the 
famously vertiginous Pontcysyllte aqueduct in Wales. His 
constructions were the most stupendous in Europe for a thousand 
years, and – astonishingly – almost everything he ever built remains 
in use today. Telford was a complex man and Julian Glover’s book 
is the first full modern biography of Telford, at once intimate and 
expansive, is an utterly original portrait. It is a book of roads and 
landscapes, waterways and bridges, but above all, of how one 
man transformed himself into the greatest engineer Britain has 
ever produced. Chaired by Sara Thiam, Director, Institution of Civil 
Engineers Scotland. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
TOM GASH & NEIL WOODS
The Truth About Crime
Venue: Mitchell Library
19.45 – 20.45 | £9

There are two myths about crime. In one, the criminal act is a selfish 
choice, and tough punishment the only solution. In the other, the 
system is at fault, and perpetrators will change only when society 
reforms. Both these narratives are wrong. Interweaving conversations 
and stories of crime with findings from the latest research, Tom 
Gash’s Criminal is a startling and essential read.

Neil Woods spent fourteen years infiltrating drug gangs as an 
undercover policeman, befriending and gaining the trust of some of 
the most violent, unpredictable criminals in Britain. Good Cop, Bad 
War is the story of how Neil endured having swords thrust against 
his jugular, witnessed beatings, stabbings and yet learned to use his 
empathetic nature to master some of the roughest, most dangerous 
work in law enforcement. Chaired by award-winning journalist 
Chitra Ramaswamy. 
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FIONA RINTOUL
Whisky Island
Venue: Mitchell Library
19.45 – 20.45 | £9

Islay is the magical island that boasts eight active distilleries, 
countless world renowned single malts and its own whisky 
classification, protected by Scots law.

Novelist and translator Fiona Rintoul’s Whisky Island is a 
celebration of the whiskies of Islay and of the beautiful island that 
shaped them. With a population of just over 3,000, Islay produces 
some of the finest whiskies in the world. It is perhaps best known for its 
smoky, phenolic spirits, such as Laphroaig, Lagavulin, and Ardbeg. 
These have been distilled in rocky coves off Islay’s sheltered east 
coast for at least 200 years, and probably much longer. Join Fiona 
for an illustrated talk and a dram of an Islay malt to kick off your 
Friday evening! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
JULIA SCHEELE & FIONNUALA DORAN
Queer History in Comics
Venue: CCA
19.45 – 20.45 | £6

In Queer: A Graphic History, a ground-breaking non-fiction graphic 
novel, cartoonist Julia Scheele illuminates the histories of queer 
thought and LGBTQ+ action. From identity politics and gender roles 
to privilege and exclusion, it explores how we came to view sex, gender 
and sexuality in the ways that we do; how these ideas get tangled up 
with our culture and our understanding of biology, psychology and 
sexology; and how these views have been disputed and challenged.

Fionnuala Doran’s The Trial of Roger Casement traces 
the astonishing downfall of an Irishman once feted for his 
humanitarianism but later condemned both as a revolutionary and 
as a homosexual. This politically charged and enlightening graphic 
novel follows Casement from his interrogation at Scotland Yard to the 
courtroom, where he delivers one of the greatest speeches of all time.

  
FLORA SHEDDEN & LOUISE GRAY 
WITH JOANNA BLYTHMAN
Foodies Forum
Venue: Mitchell Library
11.30 – 12.30 | £9

Join the award-winning investigative journalist Joanna Blythman for 
a fascinating foodie session.

You’ll remember Flora Shedden as the youngest ever semi-finalist 
in The Great British Bake Off, where she impressed judges and public 
alike with her simple, elegant designs. Her sumptuous cookbook is 
called Gatherings, and is a mixture of modern dishes, salads and 
sides, interesting bakes, and perfect puddings.

Louise Gray was concerned about where the meat she was 
eating was coming from. In The Ethical Carnivore she sets herself 
the challenge of only eating animals she killed herself. Starting 
small, she shucks oysters and catches fish. Gradually she gets to 
know countrymen and women who teach her how to shoot pigeons 
and rabbits. As she begins to reconnect with nature and her own 
upbringing in the countryside, Louise starts to question modern 
attitudes to the meat we eat.

 
JULIA SAMUEL & SEAMUS O’MAHONY
The Way We Grieve Now
Venue: Mitchell Library
11.30 – 12.30 | £9

Death affects us all. Yet it is still the last taboo in our society, and grief 
is still profoundly misunderstood.

Julia Samuel, a grief psychotherapist, has spent twenty five years 
working with the bereaved. In her deeply affecting book Grief Works 
we hear stories from those who have experienced great love and great 
loss - and we learn how we can stop feeling awkward and uncertain 
about death.

The Way We Die Now is Seamus O’Mahony’s thoughtful, moving 
and unforgettable book on the western way of death. Dying has never 
been more public, with celebrities writing detailed memoirs of their 
illness, but in private we have done our best to banish all thought 
of dying and made a good death increasingly difficult to achieve. 
Chaired by Ruth Wishart.
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MICHELLE McGAGH
The No Spend Year
Venue: Mitchell Library
11.30 – 12.30 | £9

Could you go a whole year without spending any money? This is the 
challenge undertaken by Michelle McGagh in The No Spend Year. 
She pays her bills and has a minimal budget for her weekly groceries 
and household essentials but otherwise Michelle doesn’t spend any 
money at all. The book is more than just her personal account of her 
experience it is also a tool for life that will help you get to grips with 
your own financial situation. She talks about money in an accessible, 
unintimidating and often entertaining way and interspersed 
throughout are really brilliant personal finance tips and life hacks 
about interest, mortgages, savings, pensions and spending less to 
help you live a more financially secure life.
 
 

 
 

  
LESELY RIDDOCH, GERRY HASSAN & ALEX MASSIE
What’s Next For Scotland?
Venue: Glasgow Royal Concert Hall
13.15 – 14.15 | £10

The Independence Referendum, the UK General election delivering 
a Conservative majority, the Holyrood election seeing gains for 
the Green Party and the Conservatives, The European referendum 
leading to Brexit and Donald Trump in The White House. It has been 
a tumultuous few years in Scottish, UK and world politics and these 
results have left us reeling and uncertain about the future. Hopefully 
this panel discussion might offer some possible ways forward for 
Scotland with writer and broadcaster Lesley Riddoch (with her new 
book Scotland After Brexit), academic and commentator Gerry 
Hassan (Scotland the Bold) and journalist Alex Massie. Chaired by 
the BBC’s Shelley Jofre.

 
CHRISTOPHER SOMERVILLE
The January Man
Venue: CCA
11.30 – 12.30 | £9

Christopher Somerville’s The January Man is the story of a year of 
walks that was inspired by a song by Dave Goulder. As he travels 
the country – from the winter floodlands of the River Severn to the 
lambing pastures of Nidderdale, the towering seabird cliffs on the 
Shetland Isle of Foula in June and the ancient oaks of Sherwood 
Forest in autumn – he describes the history, wildlife, landscapes 
and people he encounters, down back lanes and old paths, in rain 
and fair weather. Over the hills and along the byways, Christopher 
Somerville examines what moulded the men of his father’s generation 
– so reticent about their wartime experiences, so self-effacing, upright 
and dutiful – as he searches for ‘the man inside the man’ that his own 
father really was. Chaired by Anna Day. 
 
 

  
JOHN LEWIS-STEMPEL & WALTER REID
Nature and Sacrifice in WW1
Venue: Mitchell Library
13.15 – 14.15 | £9

Where Poppies Blow is the unique story of the British soldiers of the 
Great War and their relationship with the animals and plants around 
them. This connection was of profound importance, because it goes 
a long way to explaining why they fought, and how they found the 
will to go on. It is in this elemental relationship between man and 
nature that some of the highest, noblest aspirations of humanity in 
times of war can be found.

The war memorial in Bridge of Weir lists 72 men who died during 
the First World War. Supreme Sacrifice follows the lives of these sons 
of Bridge of Weir, and explains the wider context of why and how the 
war was fought that claimed their lives. Chaired by the nature writer 
Jim Crumley.
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MARK STEVENSON
We Do Things Differently
Venue: Mitchell Library
13.15 – 14.15 | £9

Our systems are failing. Old models - for education, healthcare and 
government, food production, energy supply - are creaking under the 
weight of modern challenges. In We Do Things Differently, futurologist 
Mark Stevenson travels the world to find the visionary individuals who 
are re-imagining our future. At each stop, he meets innovators who 
have already succeeded in challenging the status quo, pioneering 
new ways to make our world more sustainable, equitable and 
humane. Populated by extraordinary characters, the book paints an 
enthralling picture of what can be done to address the world’s most 
pressing dilemmas, offering a much needed dose of down-to-earth 
optimism. It is a window on (and a roadmap to) a different and 
better future. 
 
 

 

  
ROGER HUTCHINSON 
The Butcher, the Baker, the Candlestick Maker
Venue: Mitchell Library
13.15 – 14.15 | £9

At the beginning of each decade for 200 years the national census 
has presented a self-portrait of the British Isles. It has surveyed 
Britain from the Napoleonic wars to the age of the internet, through 
the agricultural and industrial revolutions, possession of the biggest 
empire on earth and the devastation of the 20th century’s two 
world wars. 

In The Butcher, The Baker, The Candlestick Maker, Roger 
Hutchinson looks at every census between the first in 1801 and 
the latest in 2011. He uses this much-loved resource of family 
historians to paint a vivid picture of a society experiencing 
unprecedented changes. 

All human life is here in a book as original and unique as those 
people and their islands on the cutting edge of Europe.

  
EMMA VIECELI
Venue: CCA
13.15 – 14.15 | £6

From self-publishing to some of the biggest book publishers in the 
world, Emma Vieceli loves telling stories with pictures. Her work 
includes: Doctor Who for Titan comics, The Adventures of Supergirl for 
DC comics, the New York Times-bestselling Vampire Academy graphic 
novel series for Penguin Random House, and the critically acclaimed 
independent web series, BREAKS with co-creator Malin Ryden.

She is currently working on the Alex Rider series for Walker books 
and Back to the Future for IDW, and has provided guest art for 
titles like Marvel’s Young Avengers, IDW’s Jem & the Holograms and 
Vertigo’s Dead Boy Detectives.

Alongside comics, she worked on the A&E television series, Bates 
Motel, providing the sketchbook found by Norman Bates. Chaired by 
Sha Nazir of BHP Comics. 
 
 
 
 

  
WOODY WOODMANSEY
Spider from Mars: My Life with Bowie
Venue: Royal Concert Hall
15.00 – 16.00 | £10

For many fans, Bowie’s Ziggy Stardust era remains the most 
extraordinarily creative period in his career. As a member of Bowie’s 
legendary band at the time - The Spiders From Mars - Woody played 
drums on four seminal albums: The Man Who Sold The World, Hunky 
Dory, The Rise And Fall Of Ziggy Stardust And The Spiders From Mars 
and Aladdin Sane.

Woody’s memoir, Spider from Mars: My Life with Bowie which he 
started work on in 2014, focuses on this key period and brings it to 
glorious life. The result is an insightful, funny, poignant book that 
lovingly evokes a seminal moment in music history and pays tribute 
to one of the most outstanding and innovative talents of our time. 
Chaired by Sean Guthrie of The Herald.
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ADAM RUTHERFORD
A Brief History of Everyone Who Ever Lived
Venue: CCA
15.00 – 16.00 | £9

Adam Rutherford’s A Brief History of Everyone Who Ever Lived is 
a story about you.

It is the history of who you are and how you came to be. But it 
is also our collective story, because in every one of our genomes 
we each carry the history of our species - births, deaths, disease, 
war, famine, migration and a lot of sex. 

Since scientists first read the human genome in 2001 it has been 
subject to all sorts of claims, counterclaims and myths. In fact, 
as Adam explains, our genomes should be read not as instruction 
manuals, but as epic poems. From redheads to race, dead kings 
to plague, evolution to epigenetics, this is a demystifying and 
illuminating new portrait of who we are and how we came to be. 
Chaired by Professor Kevin O’Dell. 
 
 

  
PAUL MacALINDIN
Upbeat: The Story Of the National 
Youth Orchestra of Iraq
Venue: Mitchell Library
15.00 – 16.00 | £9

The extraordinary story of the National Youth Orchestra of Iraq is 
told by Scottish conductor Paul MacAlindin who was inspired by the 
audacity of a young woman’s idea to create an orchestra in the most 
difficult and dangerous of times. His book, Upbeat talks about his role 
in producing fine music not only in Iraq but also touring the orchestra 
to Germany, France and to a homecoming concert at the Edinburgh 
Festival. A beacon of hope and achievement the NYOI helped the 
young musicians and their tutors build bridges across their own 
ethnic and cultural divisions and the book has a profound and 
uplifting message about the power of music and how resourcefulness 
and determination can lead to great achievement. Chaired by 
Peter Ross.
 
 
 

 
RUPERT WOLFE MURRAY 
9 Months in Tibet
Venue: Mitchell Library
15.00 – 16.00 | £9

“Like the best travel writing, 9 Months in Tibet conveys just what it 
must have been like to have the adventure of a lifetime.” Alexander 
McCall Smith

At the age of ten Rupert Wolfe Murray flew, on his own, to Tehran 
and so began a lifetime of independent travel. His first book, 9 Months 
in Tibet is about overcoming the fear of travelling alone, getting 
a job in Lhasa, riding a horse through Eastern Tibet, falling in love 
with Italian women, witnessing a violent protest between Buddhist 
monks and the Chinese police and getting expelled from the 
country for not helping the police with their enquiries. Rupert 
currently writes for the Huffington Post and has had work published 
in Time, The Economist, Guardian and Scotsman. Chaired by 
Dr. Tracey Rosenberg. 
 
 

  
Vic Galloway introduces 
DAVID KEENAN AND KARL GEARY
Venue: Mitchell Library
15.00 – 16.00 | £6

Journalist, author, and BBC Scotland presenter Vic Galloway will be 
talking to David and Karl about their debut novels.

This Is Memorial Device is a love letter to the small towns of 
Lanarkshire in the late 1970s and early 80s as they were temporarily 
transformed by the endless possibilities that came out of the freefall 
from punk rock. It follows a cast of misfits, drop-outs, small town 
visionaries and would-be artists.

Unfolding in the sea-bright, rain-soaked Dublin of early 
spring, Montpelier Parade by Karl Geary is a beautiful, cinematic 
novel about desire, longing, grief, hope and the things that remain 
unspoken. It is about how deeply we can connect with one another, 
and the choices we must also make alone.
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PAUL MORLEY
The Age of Bowie
Venue: Glasgow Royal Concert Hall
16.45 – 17.45 | £10

Respected arts commentator Paul Morley, one of the team who 
curated the highly successful retrospective exhibition for the V&A, 
David Bowie Is . . . constructs the definitive story of Bowie that 
explores how he worked, played, aged, structured his ideas, invented 
the future and entered history as someone who could and would 
never be forgotten. Morley will capture the greatest moments of 
Bowie’s career; from the recording studio with the likes of Brian 
Eno and Tony Visconti; to iconic live performances from the 1970s, 
80s and 90s, as well as the artistic relationships he developed 
with rock luminaries John Lennon, Lou Reed and Iggy Pop. And of 
course, discuss in detail his much-heralded, and critically-acclaimed 
comeback with the release of Black Star just days before his shocking 
death in New York. Chaired by the BBC’s Vic Galloway. 
 
 
 
 

  
JOANNA TROLLOPE
City of Friends
Venue: Mitchell Library
16.45 – 17.45 | £10

Aye Write! is very pleased to welcome back the highly acclaimed 
number one bestselling author Joanna Trollope with her twentieth 
novel City of Friends.

The day Stacey Grant loses her job feels like the last day of her 
life. As Stacey starts to reconcile her old life with the new - one without 
professional achievements or meetings, but instead, long days at 
home with her dog and ailing mother, waiting for her successful 
husband to come home - she at least has the girls to fall back on; 
Beth, Melissa and Gaby. The girls, now women, had been best friends 
for years but when Stacey’s redundancy forces a betrayal to emerge 
that was supposed to remain secret, their long cherished friendships 
will be pushed to their limits. Chaired by Sara Davies. 
 
 
 

  
ROBERT BICKERS
Out of China
Venue: Mitchell Library
16.45 – 17.45 | £9

Robert Bickers has written extensively on Chinese history and is 
currently Professor of History at the University of Bristol. His latest 
book Out of China: How the Chinese Ended the Era of Western 
Domination tells the extraordinary story of how, through its struggle 
to throw off the countless foreigners who sought to exploit or ruin it, 
China became the powerful country it is today.

Robert uses a brilliant array of strange and vivid sources 
to recreate a now fantastically remote world: the corrupt, lurid 
modernity of pre-war Shanghai, the entrepôts of Hong Kong and 
Macao, and the myriad means, through armed threats, technology 
and legal chicanery, by which China was kept subservient. History 
matters deeply to Beijing’s current rulers - and Out of China 
explains why. Chaired by the BBC’s Brian Meechan. 
 
 
 
 
 

  
MINOO DINSHAW & ANDREW HANKINSON
The Complexities of Biography
Venue: Mitchell Library
16.45 – 17.45 | £9 

Two authors who have written gripping and powerful portrayals 
of seemingly difficult biographical subjects…

Outlandish Knight, Minoo Dinshaw’s biography of Steven 
Runciman, tells of the life of a man who was a great historian of the 
Crusades and Byzantium, Grand Orator of the Orthodox Church, 
a member of the Order of Whirling Dervishes, Greek Astronomer 
Royal and Laird of Eigg.

Andrew Hankinson’s You Could Do Something Amazing with Your 
Life [You Are Raoul Moat] re-tells, using his own words, the story of 
the fugitive Geordie bodybuilder-mechanic who became notorious 
when, after killing his ex-girlfriend’s new boyfriend, shooting her in 
the stomach, and blinding a policeman, he disappeared into the 
woods of Northumberland. This led to a media storm and eventually, 
cornered by the police, Moat shot himself.
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CAROLINE WILLIAMS
Brain Training
Venue: CCA
16.45 – 17.45 | £9

Can you really rewire an adult brain?
In theory the answer is ‘yes’, but there’s a problem: no one seems 

to know exactly how to do it. In Override, Caroline Williams goes on 
a mission to find out.

Visiting top neuroscientists in their labs, Williams volunteers herself 
as a guinea pig, challenging researchers to make real changes to 
her imperfect brain. She seeks to improve on weaknesses such as 
her limited attention span and tendency to worry too much, and 
then branches out into more mysterious areas such as intelligence, 
creativity, and the perception of time. Trying everything from high-
tech brain stimulation to meditation, adding bolt-on senses and 
retraining her stress response, her book is an intimate, fascinating 
journey into discovering what neuroscience can really do for us. 
Chaired by Professor David Wyper.

 

  
PETER DAVISON
Is There Life Outside the Box?
Venue: Glasgow Royal Concert Hall
18.30 – 19.30 | £10

From All Creatures Great and Small to Dr Who and for many 
appearances on the West End stage, Peter Davison has been one 
of our most enduringly popular actors. 

In his entertaining autobiography Is There Life Outside the Box? 
Peter takes us on a televisual, cinematic and theatrical journey from 
humble beginnings in amateur dramatics to rubbing shoulders 
with Dames Maggie Smith and Judi Dench. He talks about his time 
playing heart-throb Tristan Farnon in All Creatures Great and 
Small and about securing his place in science fiction history, 
becoming the fifth Doctor Who (despite nearly turning down the 
role). Along the way there will be stories about Michael Winner, the 
musical Chicago and Monty Python. Join Peter for what we are sure 
will be a memorable evening. Chaired by Peter Ross.

  
THE MAKARS - LIZ LOCHHEAD, 
JACKIE KAY & JIM CARRUTH
Venue: Mitchell Library
18.30 – 19.45 | £10
Sponsored by The Andrew Tannahill Fund 
at University of Glasgow

Last year Aye Write! was proud to have the then brand new Scottish 
Makar Jackie Kay at her first public event and poetry lovers are in 
for a unique treat this year as we bring Jackie back together with the 
former Scottish Makar Liz Lochhead and Glasgow Makar Jim Carruth 
for an unforgettable evening. Liz Lochhead’s new collection Fugitive 
Colours has been described as ‘funny, feisty, female, full of feeling’ 
by Carol Ann Duffy and Jim Carruth’s new collection Black Cart will 
be published in time for this event. We are grateful for the support of 
The Tannahill Fund and the event will be introduced by Professor Alan 
Riach, Chair of Scottish Literature at University of Glasgow. 
 
 
 
 

 

 
ROSLUND & HELLSTRÖM, KATI HIEKKAPELTO 
AND ANTTI TUOMAINEN
Award-winning Scandi Crime
Venue: Mitchell Library
18.30 – 19.30 | £9

The past decade has seen the phenomenal rise of Scandi crime 
stories on TV, cinema and in print and we are pleased to bring some 
of the best award-winning writers to Aye Write!

Roslund and Hellström are Sweden’s most acclaimed fiction duo. 
Journalist Anders Roslund and Börge Hellström, an ex-convict who 
now works with the rehabilitation of young offenders and drug 
addicts have sold over 2 million copies of their books and seen them 
translated into 31 different languages. Kati Hiekkapelto is a musician 
and writer who was born in Oulu, Finland. To date, her novels The 
Hummingbird, The Defenceless and The Exiled have been translated 
into seven languages. Antti Tuomainen lives in Helsinki and was 
a copywriter in the advertising industry before turning to crime-
writing with The Healer, The Mine and Dark as My Heart. Chaired by 
David Manderson. 
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Rosemary Goring introduces 
HANNAH KOHLER & NADIM SAFDAR
Venue: Mitchell Library
18.30 – 19.30 | £6

Literary editor and novelist Rosemary Goring will introduce two debut 
novels that perfectly mix the personal and the political.

The Outside Lands by Hannah Kohler is the story of people caught 
in the slipstream of history. It is 1968, the conflict in Vietnam is at its 
height, and with the anti-war movement raging at home, Jeannie and 
her brother Kip are swept along by events larger than themselves, 
driven by disillusionment to commit unforgiveable acts of betrayal 
that will leave permanent scars.

Nadim Safdar’s Akram’s War tells of the seemingly inexorable 
journey towards radicalization of a young former soldier. It is an honest 
and shocking kaleidoscopic portrait of contemporary Britain, and of 
the ways in which the twists and turns of fate can scar and mark a life.

  
NEW GAELIC WRITERS SHOWCASE
Venue: Mitchell Library
18.30 – 19.30 | £6

The last year has been an exceptionally strong one in Gaelic fiction, 
with a variety of new voices and subjects being enjoyed by an 
increasingly wide audience.

This is a chance to hear some of these future stars of Gaelic 
literature in conversation about their work and influences. Many are 
recipients of New Writers Awards from the Scottish Book Trust/Gaelic 
Books Council and have a wide appeal amongst both fluent Gaelic 
speakers and learners of the language.
Tha a’ bhliadhna a dh’fhalbh air a bhith air leth làidir a thaobh ficsean 
Gàidhlig, le measgachadh de ghuthan is cuspairean ùra a’ toirt tlachd 
do luchd-èisteachd a tha a’ sìor fhàs agus a’ sìor leudachadh. 

’S e cothrom a tha seo air cuid de rionnagan an ama ri teachd 
ann an litreachas na Gàidhlig, a chluinntinn ann an còmhradh mu 
dheidhinn an cuid obrach ’s am buaidhean. Tha mòran dhiubh air 
Duaisean Sgrìobhadairean Ùra a chosnadh bho Urras Leabhraichean 
na h-Alba / Comhairle nan Leabhraichean, agus tha iad tarraingeach 
thall ’s a-bhos am measg an dà chuid fileantaich Ghàidhlig agus 
luchd-ionnsachaidh a’ chànain.

 

  
JOHN CAIRNEY
A Walk in the Park
Venue: Mitchell Library
20.15 – 21.15 | £9 

Come and join the well-known television and film actor John Cairney 
for a wander through twelve of Glasgow’s finest parks. Ranging from 
Tollcross Park in the east, to the Botanic Gardens in the West End, 
John’s book A Walk in the Park is written with a deep love of the city 
and takes us on a journey into Glasgow’s past as well as through its 
outdoor spaces. Cairney traces his city’s history back a millennium 
to its founding by that great wanderer, St Mungo. Through the stories 
of its parks this illustrated talk will bring Glasgow to life, a post-
industrial city with an unmatched individuality, a thriving cultural 
scene, and a lot to look forward to. Chaired by Mary Greenshields.

 

  
STEPH BROADRIBB, SJI HOLLIDAY 
& RUSSEL D. McLEAN
Three Slices of Crime
Venue: Mitchell Library
20.15 – 21.15 | £9

This crime event brings together one of the founders of Bloody 
Scotland, two of the infamous Slice Girls and the host of Noir at 
the Bar!

Steph Broadribb’s novel Deep Down Dead introduces us to Lori 
Anderson, a fearless Florida bounty hunter (an occupation the author 
has some experience of). When not writing her own novels Steph is 
a blogger at www.crimethrillergirl.com

The Damselfly is the latest novel from SJI Holliday. Set in the 
small Scottish town of Banktoun, DS Davie Gray tries to hold 
together a community once again rocked by tragedy.

In Ed’s Dead the latest novel by Russel D McLean we meet 
Jen Carter who works in a bookshop, is a failed writer and has 
a crap boyfriend called Ed – well, you can guess the rest... 
Chaired by crime writer Gordon Brown.
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ISAAC MARION 
The Burning World
Venue: CCA
20.15 – 21.15 | £6

R is recovering from death. He’s learning how to read, how to speak, 
maybe even how to love. He can almost imagine a future with Julie, 
this girl who restarted his heart - building a new world from the ashes 
of the old one.

And then helicopters appear on the horizon. A mysterious army is 
coming to restore order, to bring back the good old days of stability 
and control and the strong eating the weak. These grinning strangers 
are more than they seem. The plague has many hosts, and some are 
far more terrifying than the Dead.

In The Burning World, the long-anticipated new chapter of the 
Warm Bodies series, Isaac Marion expands the scope of a powerfully 
simple story: a dead man’s search for life in all its bloody rawness.
Chaired by novelist Zoe Venditozzi.

 
ANGUS PETER CAMPBELL & MAUREEN MacLEOD 
Travel Writings
Venue: Mitchell Library
20.15 – 21.15 | £6

Award-winning novelist, poet, journalist and actor Angus Peter 
Campbell will be in conversation with novelist, journalist and travel 
writer Maureen MacLeod about their travelogues Suas gu Deas,  
focusing on the Western Isles and A’ Toirt Mo Chasan Leam, taking 
in the four corners of the globe.
Aonghas Pàdraig Caimbeul, nobhailiche a choisinn mòran duaisean, 
bàrd, neach-naidheachd agus cleasaiche ann an còmhradh leis 
an nobhailiche, neach-naidheachd agus sgrìobhaiche siubhail, 
Maureen NicLeòid.

Tha an dà ùghdar air cunntasan-siubhail sàr-chliùiteach 
a sgrìobhadh ann an Gàidhlig bho sheallaidhean glè eadar-
dhealaichte: Suas gu Deas, a’ cuimseachadh air na h-Eileanan Siar 
agus A’ Toirt Mo Chasan Leam, a’ toirt a-steach ceithir àirdean na 
cruinne-cè.

 
IAN RANKIN 
30 Years of Rebus
Venue: Glasgow Royal Concert Hall
13.15 – 14.15 | £10

2017 marks the thirtieth anniversary of one of crime fiction’s greatest 
characters, John Rebus, created by one of the world’s leading crime 
writers, Ian Rankin. 

In that time Ian’s books have been translated into 36 languages 
and are bestsellers on several continents. He is the recipient of 
four CWA Dagger Awards and in 2004, won America’s celebrated 
Edgar Award. He is also the recipient of honorary degrees from the 
universities of Abertay, St Andrews, Hull and Edinburgh and received 
the OBE for services to literature. Ian will be in conversation with 
fellow crime writer Mason Cross about how the character and 
books have changed over the years culminating in the latest, 
Rather Be the Devil, a tale of twisted power, deep-rooted corruption 
and bitter rivalries.

  
ANDREW MARTIN
Night Trains
Venue: Mitchell Library
13.15 – 14.15 | £9

Night trains have long fascinated us with the possibilities of their 
private sleeping compartments, gilded dining cars, champagne bars 
and wealthy travellers. Authors from Agatha Christie to Graham 
Greene have used night trains to tell tales of romance, intrigue and 
decadence. In his book Night Trains, Andrew Martin attempts to relive 
the golden age of the great European sleeper trains by using their 
modern-day equivalents. The original sleepers helped break down 
national barriers and unify the continent. Martin uncovers modern 
instances of European unity - and otherwise - as he traverses the 
continent with Brexit looming. Against this tumultuous backdrop, 
he experiences his own smaller dramas, as he fails to find crucial 
connecting stations, ponders the mystery of the compartment 
dog, and becomes embroiled in his very own night train whodunnit. 
Chaired by Stuart Kelly.

SATURDAY 11TH MARCH SUNDAY 12TH MARCH
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STEF PENNEY & ANNALENA McAFEE
A Pair of Dazzling Epic Novels
Venue: Mitchell Library
13.15 – 14.15 | £9

Stef Penney won the Costa prize for The Tenderness of Wolves 
and returns to the Arctic with her latest novel Under a Pole Star. 
Flora Mackie, a whaler’s daughter from Dundee, sets out to become 
a scientist and explorer under near impossible circumstances. Set 
in Greenland, New York and London the book shows that sometimes 
you have to travel to the furthest edge of the world in order to find 
your true place in it.

In Annalena McAfee’s Hame, Mhairi McPhail dismantles her life 
in New York and moves with her daughter to the remote island of 
Fascaray where she has been commissioned to write a biography 
of the late Grigor McWatt, a cantankerous poet. Layering extracts 
from Mhairi’s journal, Grigor’s letters and poems into a compelling 
narrative, this is a novel that explores identity, love and the universal 
quest for home.

 
LOUISE WYLLIE & JAN PATIENCE
The Making of George Wyllie
Venue: CCA
13.15 – 14.15 | £9

‘A fascinating insight into the great, quixotic life of George Wyllie’ 
Alan Cumming

The Making of George Wyllie has been co-written by his elder 
daughter, Louise Wyllie, and arts journalist Jan Patience. Containing 
never-before-seen images and fresh insight into his influences and 
early life, this book seeks to answer questions about the forces which 
shaped Wyllie’s unique worldview.

Join Louise and Jan as they take us on a voyage beginning 
with George’s Glasgow childhood – a period ‘disadvantaged by 
happiness’ through serving in the Pacific with the Royal Navy during 
WWII, his time as an Excisemen and finally his relatively late entry 
into the art world where he would create memorable public art 
works such as the life-sized Straw Locomotive, which hung from the 
Finnieston Crane. Chaired by Adrian Searle.

  
ALEX EVANS & MICK HUME
Post-Truth Democracy
Venue: Mitchell Library
13.15 – 14.15 | £9

Recent contests such as the European referendum and US election 
have raised questions about the importance of ‘facts’ when 
campaigning and about the efficacy of democracy.

In The Myth Gap Alex Evans draws on his first-hand experience as 
a political adviser within British government and at the UN to explain 
that it is stories, rather than facts and pie-charts, that have the power 
to animate us and bring us together to change the world. Mick Hume’s 
Revolting argues for a forthright defence of democracy against its 
enemies and critics, old and new. As part of that argument it will aim 
to show that the problem has not been too much democracy but too 
little, the absence of real political choices about the future that has 
stoked the popular mood of anti-politics. Chaired by Ruth Wishart.

    
Alan Bissett introduces 
LUKE KENNARD & KATIE KHAN
Venue: Mitchell Library
13.15 – 14.15 | £6

Novelist and playwright Alan Bissett will be talking to Luke and Katie 
about their terrifically imaginative debut novels.

In Luke Kennard’s The Transition young adults spend six months 
living under the supervision of two successful adults of a slightly older 
generation. Freed from their financial responsibilities, they are coached 
through Employment, Nutrition, Responsibility, Relationship, Finances 
and Self-Respect. Only then are they reintegrated into adult society.

In Katie Khan’s Hold Back the Stars Carys and Max are adrift 
in space with nothing to hold on to but each other. They can’t help 
but look back at the well-ordered world they have left behind – at 
the rules they couldn’t reconcile themselves to, and a life to which 
they might now never return. In a world where love is banned, what 
happens when you find it?

SUNDAY 12TH MARCH
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FREE EVENTS RUNNING 
BOTH SATURDAYS* 

BOUNCE & RHYME*
11am – 11.45am | FREE
Action songs, rhyme-time and stories 
for parents/carers and little ones to 
enjoy together.
Ages 0 – 2 years 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BODYWORKS/FIT LAB WITH THE 
SCIENCE CENTRE*
Sessions running throughout 
the day | FREE
Glasgow Science Centre’s BodyWorks 
on Tour is a fantastic travelling exhibition 
all about the science of the human body. 
The experience is built around “hands-on” 
stations that are accessible and fun for 
people of all ages. Participants will have 
a great time being scientist and subject as 
they get to test out how their body works!
Suitable for all ages 
 
BIG KID TWISTER*
FREE
Big Kid Twister will create amazing and 
unique balloon models throughout the 
day for children to take home.
Ages 3+ years

TODDLERS TALES*
2pm – 2.45pm | FREE
Toddlers Tales is a fun, interactive activity 
for parents, carers and children to enjoy 
together giving them the opportunity to 
enjoy physical play and help the child build 
vocabulary and knowledge.
Ages 2 – 3 years

 

DIGITAL GARAGE @ WEE WRITE*
10am – 4pm | FREE
The Digital Garage is the place where 
anyone can come to give themselves a 
digital tune-up and pick up the skills they 
need to make the most of the web. Drop in 
to the Digital Garage for a virtual reality 
experience with Google Cardboard and 
navigate the giant Google Earth wall. 
Great family fun! 

BRAW TALES FOR BAIRNS*
3.15pm – 4pm | FREE
Storytime with a real Scottish flavour. 
Hear about hungry cats and hairy coos, 
a midgie-swallowing lassie, and help us 
sing our very special Auld Lang Syne.
Ages 3 – 5 years 

SATURDAY 
25TH FEBRUARY

MINECRAFT MYTHICAL BEASTS 
& MONSTERS
10.40am -11.30am, 12 – 12.50pm, 
1.20pm – 2.10pm | £5
Explore myths & legends through the block-
based game of Minecraft with digital artist 
Gemma May Latham. Create your own 
mythical beasts and monsters. Write a story 
that will become the stuff of Legend, from 
two-headed sea squids to llama-eating 
dragons, and build your creatures in game.
Age 8 + years

OMMIE AND THE MAGICAL 
GARDEN, WITH SIRKKA FISK
11am – 11.45am, 12.15pm – 1pm 
and 1.30pm – 2.15pm | £5
A lovely active story time with Sirkka 
reading from her book Ommie and the 
Magical Garden, which combines an 
imaginative story to inspire young minds 
with simple yoga movements to benefit 
the body. Stretch and join in! Ommie is a 
brand new concept created to improve 
the health and happiness of children by 
teaching them simple everyday yoga.
Ages 3 – 7 years

MACASTORY’S MYTHS! 
MAGIC! MYSTERY!
12noon – 1.00pm | £5
Macastory take you back through the 
mists of time to experience some of the 
world’s greatest myths and legends... 
stories that have been told for thousands 
of years, full of adventure, gods, heroes 
and mysterious creatures that will have 
you on the edge of your seat! Macastory will 
bring these ancient tales to life... and you 
won’t just be listening either, you’ll be part 
of the adventure too! Prepare for an hour of 
magical ‘mything’ fun, action and adventure!
Ages 7+ years

THE GLASGOW GRUFFALO WITH 
ELAINE C SMITH
12noon – 1pm | £5
Everybody loves The Gruffalo and now 
you can enjoy this children’s classic for the 
very first time in Glaswegian! Translated 
by actress and comedian Elaine C. Smith, 
The Glasgow Gruffalo will delight both 
children and adults alike. “A gallus moose 
taen a dauner through a scary big wood. 
A fox clocked the moose an the moose 
looked good.”
Ages 5+ years
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SHIVER ME TIMBERS! IT’S CAPTAIN 
FIREBEARD, WITH CHAE STRATHIE
1.30pm – 2.30pm | £5
Welcome to Cap’n Firebeard’s School for 
Pirates – the fiercest, baddest school on 
all the Seven Seas. Students are taught to 
be fierce and brave, and lessons include 
‘walking the plank’, ‘pirate speak’ and 
‘crow’s nest climbing’. Get ready for Chae 
Strathie’s latest adventure, as the class put 
these new-found skills to the test! Chae’s 
popular live events are a mad mash-up of 
reading, singing, fun and daftness. 
Ages 5 – 9 years

BOY. WIZARD. HERO.
CELEBRATING THE HARRY 
POTTER BOOKS 
2pm – 3pm | £5
Have you ever wanted to explore the 
magical world of Harry Potter books? 
Which Professor of Hogwarts would 
you like to meet? Join Fleurble Laffalott 
(super-assistant to the Professor of Potter) 
for a fun and interactive hour as she 
introduces some of the great Professors 
from J.K. Rowling’s much loved books, 
and throws in some transfiguration, 
potions and even a slow-motion Quidditch 
match along the way! New and exclusive 
bookmarks for all who attend.
Age 7+ years

CODERDOJO@WEE WRITE*
2.45pm – 4.30pm Drop In | FREE
If you like writing stories but wish you didn’t 
have to choose just one way for a story to 
end, join this workshop. Discover how to use 
computer code to write a story with lots of 
different endings, which you can put online 
for your friends to read.
Ages 12 – 16 years

PAVLA’S PUPPETS PRESENTS 
THE OWL WHO WAS AFRAID 
OF THE DARK Adapted from the 
original book by Jill Tomlinson
3pm – 4pm | £5
In this charming and witty story Mrs Barn 
Owl sends Plop to talk with all sorts of 
characters on the ground. Gradually Plop 
discovers how interesting the dark can be 
and in the end he knows for sure that he is 
a night bird, just like his parents.
Ages 5+ years

COMIC WORKSHOP BROUGHT 
TO YOU BY JOHN FARDELL
3pm – 4pm | £5
Join the author-illustrator of Manfred the 
Baddie, and The Day Louis Got Eaten, for 
this fun interactive workshop. With lots of 
tips, techniques and inspiration to create 
exciting comic strips and picture stories. 
A must for budding comic strip writers.
Ages 8+ years

 

 

SATURDAY 4TH MARCH

PLAY, TALK, READ BUS
10am – 4pm | FREE - situated outside 
The Mitchell
Jump aboard the Play, Talk, Read bus Benji, 
to listen to stories, join in with rhymes and 
get involved in some messy play.
Ages 0 – 5 years

3 BEARS: A PERFORMANCE BY 
THE CLYDEBUILT PUPPET THEATRE
11am – 12noon | £5
The metal world of Goldilocks meets the 
lovely natural wooden world of 3 BEARS – 
the result, a very sticky adventure all round.  
Happily they become friends and cook 
up the most wonderful porridgey recipe 
together. The cook, Steve, bakes in the 
kitchen and finds time to tell a wonderful 
warm story using kitchen implements in a 
very intriguing and unusual way. This very 
successful Clydebuilt show is performed 
with objects found in the kitchen.
Ages 3 – 7 years

FIVE GO!
11.30am – 12.30pm | £5
Join us for some Famous Five fun and 
find out if you have what it takes to be 
a member of the mystery-solving gang. 
Codes, puzzles, games and lashings of 
ginger beer. Of course!
Ages 8 – 10 years

COLIN AND LEE, CARROT AND 
PEA WITH MORAG HOOD
11.45pm – 12.45pm | £5
Lee is a pea. All of his friends are peas; 
except Colin. Colin isn’t a pea. A deliciously 
funny story of an unlikely friendship 
between a small green pea and a tall 
orange carrot stick. Join author Morag 
Hood as she shares their story, all about the 
beauty of making friends with people (or 
vegetables) who are different from you. Then 
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get crafty and create your own delicious 
story with Morag and discover the special 
qualities unique to each vegetable friend. 
A fantastically funny story that appeals to 
the very youngest child - and makes adults 
laugh out loud.
Ages 4 – 6 years

ADVENTURES WITH THE 
GAELIC TREE ALPHABET WITH 
ARIEL KILLICK
11.45am – 12.45pm | £5
An Gille Dubh / The Guardian of the Trees, 
saddened by the clearing of his beloved 
trees and people, has left his forest home 
to sit alone atop the highest mountains, 
leaving his beautiful, prized possessions 
to Sìne to tell his tale. This touching, subtly 
powerful yet fun workshop, including 
Gaelic poetry, affords opportunities to 
learn, lie and dream amongst the ‘stars’ 
under a magical Gaelic spell, and take 
part in creating an exciting Scottish  
forest adventure!
Ages 7+ Years
 

 

 

SPY QUEST: CURSED DIAMOND
1.15pm – 2.15pm | £5
Spy Quest author and Super Spy Camp 
online game creator David Goutcher talks
about his inspiration for Spy Quest and how 
he uses cutting edge technology in 
the game/ books, to immerse readers 
like never before in this action packed 
adventure about an international jewel thief.
Ages 7+ years
 
DINOSAUR DETECTIVES: A 
HISTORICAL THEATRE SHOW BY 
THE CLYDEBUILT PUPPET THEATRE
1.15pm – 2.15pm | £5
Follow the clues to the Dinosaur Bones……..
Once upon a time enormous creatures 
walked the earth, creatures that became 
known in Victorian times as Dinosaurs. The 
Dinosaur Detectives follow a fascinating 
journey of discovery, fun and conflict 
surrounding the first fossil finds. A show 
with puppetry combined with projection 
and shadow theatre create their fascinating 
world. Dinosaur fans will love this show! A 
fossil table will be available at the end of the 
show for everyone to study fossils – including 
Dinosaur Vertebrae and Dinosaur Poo!
Ages 5 – 95 years

I AM A VERY CLEVER CAT 
WITH KASIA MATYJASZEK
1.30pm – 2.30pm | £5
Stockton the cat is very clever – he can 
dance, he can paint, he can juggle and he 
can knit. Or can he? Kasia Matyjaszek will 
help you find out all about Stockton and the 
friends who help him out when he gets in a 
terrible tangle in her hilariously brilliant new 
picture book.
Ages 2 – 5 years

CODERDOJO@WEE WRITE*
1.30pm – 4pm Drop In | FREE
If you like writing stories but wish you didn’t 
have to choose just one way for a story to 
end, join this workshop. Discover how to use 
computer code to write a story with lots of 
different endings, which you can put online 
for your friends to read.
Age 12 – 16 years 

ESTELLE MASKAME: DID I MENTION 
I LOVE YOU TRILOGY
3pm – 4pm | £5
4 Million Hits Online 140k Twitter Followers 
19 Years Old!
Estelle Maskame began writing at 13, and 
had completed her DIMILY trilogy - already 
an international bestseller - by the time she 
was 16, uploading chapter by chapter on 
Wattpad. Estelle was the winner of the Arts 
Award in the Young Scot Awards 2016. 
DIMILY is an addictive, illicit love story with 
a clever modern twist.
Age 13 + years
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MC BEATON IN CONVERSATION WITH CHRIS DOLAN
Death of a Ghost
Venue: Glasgow Royal Concert Hall
15.00 – 16.00 | £10

Hamish Macbeth - Lochdubh’s most quick-witted but unambitious 
policeman - is back in his 32nd mystery, Death of a Ghost.

There are many ruined castles in Scotland. One such lies outside 
the village of Drim. Hamish begins to hear reports that this castle is 
haunted and lights have been seen there at night, but he assumes 
it’s some children or maybe the local lads going there to smoke pot. 
When a dead body is found in the cellar however Hamish has to solve 
the mystery before the “ghost” can strike again. Join MC Beaton as 
she talks about Hamish (and Agatha!) and her phenomenal career 
with novelist and screenwriter Chris Dolan.

 
ROBIN YASSIN-KASSAB & LEILA AL-SHAMI 
Burning Country: Syrians in Revolution and War
Venue: Mitchell Library
15.00 – 16.00 | £9

In 2011, many Syrians took to the streets of Damascus to demand 
the overthrow of the government of Bashar al-Assad. Today, much of 
Syria has become a warzone where foreign journalists find it almost 
impossible to report on life in this devastated land. Burning Country 
explores the horrific and complicated reality of life in present-day 
Syria with unprecedented detail and sophistication, drawing on 
new first-hand testimonies from opposition fighters, exiles lost in 
an archipelago of refugee camps, and courageous human rights 
activists. These stories are interwoven with a trenchant analysis of the 
brutalisation of the conflict and the militarisation of the uprising and 
the role of governments in Syria and elsewhere in exacerbating those 
violent processes. Join the authors for a vivid and ground-breaking 
look at a modern-day political and humanitarian nightmare. Chaired 
by the BBC’s Brian Meechan.

  
CARL MacDOUGALL & RON BUTLIN
The Root of All Evil
Venue: Mitchell Library
15.00 – 16.00 | £9

Aye Write! is pleased to welcome back two much respected voices in 
Scottish fiction. Carl MacDougall’s Someone Always Robs the Poor 
is a new collection of stories exploring themes of poverty, migration, 
alienation, accountability and alcoholism, with an impressive depth 
and emotional range.

In Ron Butlin’s Billionaires’ Banquet Thatcher’s policies are biting 
deep. His central character Hume sets up a business catering for 
the rich and their ever-growing appetites. But by the new millennium, 
these appetites have become too demanding. Powerful, challenging 
and very funny, this is an immorality tale for the 21st century. Chaired 
by publisher Adrian Searle.

 
  

NICK PERRY
Peaks and Troughs
Venue: Mitchell Library
15.00 – 16.00 | £9

On impulse, Nick Perry bought a hill farm in North Wales, and his 
experiences form the backdrop to his book Peaks and Troughs (which 
was featured on The Book Club on Radio 2). It is the story of a naïve 
young man who never loses his belief that there is an alternative way 
to farm that is sympathetic to the earth and the animals in his care. 
His neighbours never take him seriously and try to undermine his 
efforts as he struggles against the elements and nagging self-doubt, 
but he carries on, no matter how close to the edge he and his family 
get. Join Nick as he tells his warm-hearted, humorous and ultimately 
inspirational tale of a young man’s attempt to run an organic farm in 
the unforgiving Welsh hills. Chaired by Russel McLean.
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DAVID HAYMAN
The Pitilesss Storm & The Cause of Thunder
Venue: Mitchell Library
15.00 – 17.45 | £12

Don’t miss this unique opportunity to see legendary Scottish actor 
David Hayman perform these two critically acclaimed plays by Chris 
Dolan back to back.

The Pitiless Storm - On the eve of the Scottish referendum on the 
most important night of his life a left-wing trade unionist goes through 
a crisis of conscience as he is forced to question his political and 
moral beliefs in the face of a sea-change in his country’s political life.

The Cause of Thunder - It’s two years after the referendum, and 
Bob Cunningham has stuff on his mind: whether or not to take early 
retirement; politics, of course, and what to do about the No vote, 
Brexit, Corbyn, the refugee crisis…and not forgetting the letter from 
Ethel, his ex.

    
MARIA STOIAN & UNA 
Feminism in Comics
Venue: CCA
15.00 – 16.00 | £6

Una’s Becoming Unbecoming is a devastating personal account of 
gender violence told in graphic-novel form, set against the backdrop 
of the 1970s Yorkshire Ripper man-hunt.

She explores what it means to grow up in a culture where male 
violence goes unpunished and challenges a global culture that 
demands that the victims of violence pay its cost.

Bringing together the voices of males and females, the stories 
in Maria Stoian’s graphic memoir Take it as a Compliment reflect 
real life experiences of sexual abuse, violence and harassment. 
Each experience is brought to life by her exceptional artwork which 
powerfully reflects the tone and mood of the stories and expresses the 
complex emotions felt by victims. Join the authors and chair Sasha de 
Buyl-Pisco as they discuss the different ways that creators use comics 
and cartooning as a medium for sharing feminist viewpoints.

 
SANJEEV KOHLI
The Books That Made Me
Venue: Glasgow Royal Concert Hall
16.45 – 17.45 | £10

Fresh from another sell out run of Still Game at the SSE Hydro, come 
and join comedian, writer and actor Sanjeev Kohli as he shares with 
us the five books that have been the most influential, entertaining or 
inspiring in his life. Best known of course for his role as Navid, he also 
plays Ramesh Majhu in the radio sitcom Fags, Mags and Bags and 
AJ Jandhu in River City. Sanjeev studied at University of Glasgow and 
in addition to his acting roles he has written for Goodness Gracious 
Me and Chewin’ the Fat where he first worked with his Still Game 
co-stars, Ford Kiernan and Greg Hemphill. Chaired by the BBC’s 
Clare English.

  
RHODRI JEFFREYS-JONES
The Story of Surveillance
Venue: Mitchell Library
16.45 – 17.45 | £9

We Know All About You is the story of surveillance in Britain and the 
United States, from the detective agencies of the late nineteenth 
century to ‘wikileaks’ and CIA whistle-blower Edward Snowden in the 
twenty-first. Written by prize-winning historian and intelligence expert 
Rhodri Jeffreys-Jones, it is the first full overview of its kind.

Delving into the roles of credit agencies, private detectives, and 
phone-hacking journalists as well as agencies like the FBI and NSA 
in the USA and GCHQ and MI5 in the UK, Jeffreys-Jones highlights 
malpractices such as the blacklist and illegal electronic interceptions.

What emerges is a story in which governments habitually abuse 
their surveillance powers and he argues that regulation must be 
universal and not concentrate on the threat to the individual posed by 
the agencies of government. Chaired by David Pratt of The Herald.

 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fags,_Mags_and_Bags
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/River_City
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Goodness_Gracious_Me_(TV_%26_radio)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Goodness_Gracious_Me_(TV_%26_radio)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chewin%27_the_Fat
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ford_Kiernan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greg_Hemphill
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DANIEL GRAY & NIGE TASSELL
Talking About the Fitba’
Venue: Mitchell Library
16.45 – 17.45 | £9

Overpaid players, Sunday lunchtime kick-offs, absurd ticket prices, 
football’s menu of ills is long. Saturday, 3pm offers a glorious 
antidote. It is here to remind you that football can still sing to your 
heart. Daniel’s book contains fifty short essays of prose poetry that 
will help you find the romance in the game all over again.

Everyone loves an FA Cup upset: a smug Premier League team 
being knocked out by plucky underdogs. In these days of oligarch 
owners, superstar managers and players on sky-high wages, the tide 
is turning against the big teams as fans search for football with a 
soul. In his book The Bottom Corner Nige Tassell spends a season with 
non-league teams and discovers the heartland of the beautiful game.

 
ALLISON VALE & VICTORIA RALFS
How to Raise a Feminist
Venue: Mitchell Library
16.45 – 17.45 | £9

Growing up in the ‘70s, neither Allison Vale nor Victoria Ralfs reckoned 
they needed feminism. But years of settling for the smallest chops at 
the dinner table, getting battered in British Bulldog, and negotiating 
the flasher down the lane, left them feeling uneasy: had feminism 
been the missing link?

In How to Raise a Feminist, they join forces as mothers, educators, 
story-tellers and women, to tell the riotous story of how they came to 
put feminism at the core of their parenting.

The book is the ideal read for anyone, anywhere, unnerved by 
the pressure to be perfect; a ‘good enough’ guide to raising your 
children into gloriously gutsy, empathetic, likeable young people, 
irrespective of their gender. Chaired by the novelist and journalist 
Lesley McDowell.

 
PHILIP LYMBERY 
Dead Zone
Venue: CCA
16.45 – 17.45 | £9

Climate change and habitat destruction are not the only culprits 
behind so many animals facing extinction. The impact of consumer 
demand for cheap meat is equally devastating and it is vital that 
we confront this problem if we are to stand a chance of reducing its 
effect on the world around us.

From the author of the internationally acclaimed Farmageddon, 
Dead Zone takes us on an eye-opening investigative journey across 
the globe, focusing on a dozen iconic species one-by-one and looking 
in each case at the role that industrial farming is playing in their plight. 
This is a passionate wake-up call for us all, laying bare the myths that 
prop up factory farming before exploring what we can do to save the 
planet with healthy food. Chaired by Stuart Kelly.

  
VINCE CABLE
After the Storm
Venue: Glasgow Royal Concert Hall
18.30 – 19.30 | £10

Vince Cable’s bestselling book, The Storm, explored and explained 
the causes of the 2008 world economic crisis and how Britain should 
respond to the great challenges it brought. In After the Storm, Cable, 
who was Business Secretary in the 2010-2015 Coalition Government, 
provides a unique perspective on the state of the global financial 
markets and how the British economy has fared since 2008. Providing 
a previously unreported inside view of the Coalition, the book offers 
a carefully considered perspective on how the British economy 
should be managed over the next decade and beyond. This timely 
book is a fascinating and urgent intervention from one of the key 
figures in British politics of the past two decades. Chaired by the 
BBC’s Brian Meechan.
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PAUL CUDDIHY, MARTIN McCARDIE & WILLY MALEY
The Lions of Lisbon: The Story of ‘67
Venue: Mitchell Library
18.30 – 19.30 | £9

The golden anniversary of Celtic’s European Cup triumph is a chance 
to reflect on the historic achievement of the immortal Jock Stein 
and the eleven local lads who became ‘lions’ and legends. Their 
unsurpassed victory has inspired stories and songs across the years, 
and forged unfading memories passed down through generations. 
The Lions of Lisbon is a new book that celebrates the drama of 
Glasgow’s green and white. It brings to life the patter and the passion 
of ordinary supporters and the sacrifices they made to get to the 
greatest game of all. Join Paul Cuddihy, editor of The Celtic View, 
writer and actor Martin McCardie, and Professor Willy Maley, author 
and critic, as they celebrate the Celts who kept their cool and lifted 
the cup in the heat of Lisbon.

  
DENISE MINA
The Long Drop
Venue: Mitchell Library
18.30 – 19.30 | £9

We are so pleased to welcome Denise Mina back to the festival with 
a new novel that will be of significant interest to the people of 
Glasgow. Denise has published twelve novels including the Garnethill, 
Paddy Meehan and Alex Morrow series. She has been nominated 
for many prizes including the CWA Gold Dagger and has won 
the Theakstons Old Peculier Crime Novel of the Year Award twice. 
Based on true events, The Long Drop is an extraordinarily unsettling, 
evocative and compelling novel based on the infamous case of Peter 
Manuel and centres on a meeting one December night in 1957 in a 
Glasgow bar between Manuel and William Watt. Chaired by Neil 
MacKay, Editor of The Sunday Herald.

  
BEATRICE COLIN & DILYS ROSE
Provocative Historical Fiction
Venue: Mitchell Library
18.30 – 19.30 | £6

In Beatrice Colin’s To Capture What We Cannot Keep Caitriona 
Wallace and Emile Nouguier meet in a hot air balloon, floating high 
above Paris - a moment of pure possibility. But back on firm ground, 
their vastly different social strata become clear. They must decide 
what their love is worth and the novel raises probing questions about 
a woman’s place in the world in 1887 and the sacrifices love requires 
of us all.

In Dilys Rose’s latest novel Unspeakable, Edinburgh in the late 
17th century is centre of religious authoritarianism, intolerance and 
fear. The flames of the city’s famous Enlightenment are yet to burn. 
Based on the true story of Thomas Aikenhead, this is the fictional 
account of a 20 year-old student who was the last person in Britain to 
be tried and executed for blasphemy. Chaired by Susan Mansfield.

  
AYOBAMI ADEBAYO & CHIBUNDU ONUZO
Welcome to Nigeria
Venue: CCA
18.30 – 19.30 | £6

Aye Write! is pleased to bring two of Nigeria’s finest writers to 
Glasgow. 

Unravelling against the turbulence of 1980s Nigeria, Ayobami 
Adebayo’s Stay With Me sings with the voices, colours, joys and 
fears of its surroundings. The novel weaves a devastating story of the 
undoing of family, the wretchedness of grief, and the all-consuming 
bonds of motherhood. It is a tale about our desperate attempts to 
save ourselves and those we love from heartbreak.

When army officer Chike Ameobi is ordered to kill innocent 
civilians, he knows that it is time to leave. As he travels towards 
Lagos, he becomes the leader of a new platoon. As moving as it is 
mesmerising, Chibundu Onuzo’s Welcome to Lagos is a novel about 
the power of our dreams for the future and the place of morality in 
a sometimes hostile world. Chaired by novelist Zoe Venditozzi.
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ALAN JOHNSON
The Long and Winding Road
Venue: Glasgow Royal Concert Hall
20.15 – 21.15 | £10

From the slums of West London to the corridors of power in 
Westminster, Alan Johnson’s autobiography tells of his early political 
skirmishes as a trade union leader, where his negotiating skills and 
charismatic style saw him eventually elected as an MP in the Labour 
landslide of 1997. This is no self-aggrandizing memoir of Westminster 
politicking and skulduggery however. Supporting the struggle of the 
Hull trawlermen and their families comes more naturally to Alan than 
do the complexities of Parliamentary procedure. But of course he 
does succeed there, and rises to the office of Home Secretary in 2009. 
The Long and Winding Road takes you into a world which is at once 
familiar and strange. Chaired by Ruth Wishart.

 
MIRANDA SAWYER
Out of Time
Venue: Mitchell Library
20.15 – 21.15 | £9

Miranda Sawyer’s midlife crisis began when she was 44. She didn’t 
run off with a Pilates teacher, or blow thousands on a trip to find 
herself. From the outside, all remained the same. Days, weeks and 
months whizzed past as she struggled with knowing that she was 
over halfway through her life. Out of Time is not a self-help book. It’s 
an exploration of this sudden crisis. It looks at how our tastes, and 
our bodies, change as we get older. It considers new pleasures, from 
learning to code to taking up running (slowly). Speaking to musicians, 
artists and colleagues, this hugely respected journalist asks how they 
have confronted midlife, and what lessons they have learned along 
the way.

 
DOUG JOHNSTONE, LOUISE BEECH 
& MICHAEL MALONE 
Gripping Thrillers
Venue: Mitchell Library
20.15 – 21.15 | £9

Doug Johnstone was shortlisted for the prestigious McIlvanney 
Prize for The Jump and will be here to discuss his latest Crash Land. 
Set against the brutal, unforgiving landscape of Orkney, this is 
a psychological thriller steeped in guilt, shame, lust, deception 
and murder.

Exquisitely written and deeply touching, Louise Beech’s The 
Mountain in My Shoe is both a gripping psychological thriller and 
a powerful and emotive examination of the meaning of family...and 
just how far we’re willing to go for the people we love.

Michael Malone’s A Suitable Lie, a novel about a deeply 
dysfunctional relationships garnered him some of the best reviews 
of his career. He’ll be talking about that book and his latest novel 
Dog Fight.

  
AL KENNEDY
Serious Sweet
Venue: Mitchell Library
20.15 – 21.15 | £9

Set in 2014, AL Kennedy’s Man Booker longlisted Serious Sweet is 
a novel of our times. Poignant, deeply funny, and beautifully written, 
it is about two decent, damaged people trying to make moral choices 
in an immoral world: ready to sacrifice what’s left of themselves for 
honesty, and for a chance at tenderness. As Jon and Meg navigate 
the sweet and serious heart of London, passing through 24 hours that 
will change them both for ever, they tell a very unusual, unbearably 
moving love story. We are very pleased to welcome one of our 
favourite writers back to the festival. Chaired by Stuart Kelly.
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GARY FILDES
An Astronomer’s Tale
Venue: CCA
20.15 – 21.15 | £9

Gary Fildes book, subtitled A Bricklayer’s Guide to the Galaxy, is an 
inspirational memoir of a former brickie who followed his passion for 
the stars and built his own observatory. 

Gary left school at sixteen, got a trade like most of his mates 
and was soon married with four kids. His life seemed set. But he 
had a secret. Something he only practised late at night with a few 
like-minded friends. Along with his life story, the book has elements 
of nature writing, and is also a seasonal guide to the night sky. It 
is a book brimming with passion; and at a time when the world is 
captivated by space, Gary’s talk will inspire you to get out there and 
explore the wonders of the skies for yourself. Chaired by Professor 
Steve Owens.

  
ROY HATTERSLEY
The Catholics
Venue: Mitchell Library
18.30 – 19.30 | £10

Roy Hattersley is a much respected former MP, journalist and author 
who will be presenting a talk on the history of Catholicism in Britain 
from the Reformation to the present day.

The Catholics includes much previously unpublished information. 
It focuses on the lives, and sometimes deaths, of individual Catholics – 
martyrs and apostates, priests and laymen, converts and recusants. 
It also tells the story of the men and women who faced the dangers 
and difficulties of being what their enemies still call ‘Papists’, and 
describes the laws and political tensions which influenced their lives. 
The survival of Catholicism in Britain is the triumph of more than 
simple faith. It is the victory of moral and spiritual unbending certainty, 
a characteristic that excites admiration in even a hardened atheist.

  
ANNA PASTERNAK
The Untold Love Story That Inspired Dr Zhivago
Venue: Mitchell Library
18.30 – 19.30 | £9

Anna Pasternak is the great-niece of Boris Pasternak and Lara is the 
heart-breaking story of the passionate true love affair that inspired 
Doctor Zhivago.

This classic novel has sold in its millions yet the true love story that 
inspired it has never been fully explored. He would often say ‘Lara 
exists, go and meet her’, directing his visitors to the love of his life and 
literary muse, Olga Ivinskaya. They met in 1946 at the literary journal 
where she worked and their relationship would last for the remainder 
of their lives. Drawing on both archival and family sources, Anna’s 
book reveals for the first time the critical role played by Olga in Boris’s 
life and argues that without Olga it is likely that Doctor Zhivago would 
never have been completed or published. Chaired by Sara Davies.

 
 
 
 

 
JAMES HUNTER & CAL FLYN
The Consequences of the Clearances
Venue: Mitchell Library
18.30 – 19.30 | £9

They would be better dead, they said, than Set Adrift Upon the World. 
Such were the Sutherland Clearances, the deliberate depopulation 
of much of a Scottish county during the early part of the 19th century. 
In his book James Hunter follows the people from the straths of 
Sutherland to the frozen shores of Hudson Bay. The result is 
a gripping account of a struggle for survival in the face of tragedy 
and disaster.

Cal Flyn’s Thicker Than Water is a compelling and beautifully 
written memoir about dark and shameful family secrets, and one 
young Scottish woman’s pilgrimage to Australia to attempt to lay the 
past to rest. The book evokes the startlingly beautiful wilderness of 
the Highlands, the desolate bush of Victoria and the reverberations 
on one from the other.
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CATHI UNSWORTH & MARTIN CATHCART FRODEN
London Noir
Venue: Mitchell Library
18.30 – 19.30 | £6

Cathi Unworth’s Without the Moon is set in London during the 
long, dark days of the Blitz: a city outwardly in ruins, weakened by 
exhaustion and rationing. But behind the blackout, the old way of life 
continues: in the music halls, pubs and cafés, soldiers mix with petty 
crooks, stage magicians with lonely wives, scandal-hungry reporters 
with good-time girls. In the shadows DCI Edward Greenaway follows 
a bloody trail through backstreets and boudoirs, trying to stop the 
slaughter of prostitutes.

Devil Take the Hindmost by Martin Cathcart Froden won this year’s 
Dundee International Book Prize. Perfect for lovers of Peaky Blinders 
and Brighton Rock, it’s a gripping historical noir set during the 
amphetamine-fuelled craze for velodrome racing which took London 
by storm in the late 1920s. Chaired by crime writer Russel McLean.

 
MARK CHAPMAN 
The Love of the Game
Venue: Mitchell Library
18.00 – 19.00 | £9

BBC sports presenter Mark Chapman is no longer in his physical 
prime. Now in his forties, he is facing a world of knee replacements 
and ever-expanding waistlines, whilst his children are thriving. There 
is huge pride that they are doing so well, mixed with a fair amount 
of jealousy that actually they are better at a wide range of sport 
than he ever was. Funny, touching, passionate about sport and 
parenthood, Mark’s book The Love of the Game paints sport as a 
touchstone for everything important: growing up, becoming a parent, 
enjoying family time, getting old, learning how to win (and how to lose 
gracefully), the legacy we all hope to leave our children; in short, life 
and all that goes into it. Chaired by Daniel Gray.

  
TOM SCHULLER WITH PETRA WETZEL
The Paula Principle
Venue: Mitchell Library
18.00 – 19.00 | £9

Whereas The Peter Principle, a four-million–copy bestseller from the 
1960s, argued that most male workers will inevitably be promoted 
to one level beyond their competence, Tom Schuller, an expert on 
innovation and work, shows how women today face the opposite 
scenario: their skills are being wasted as they work below their 
competence levels.

His book The Paula Principle blends interviews and case studies 
with examples drawn from literature and popular culture to examine 
how attitudes have changed, from the advent of higher education for 
women in the 19th century to female dominance at all academic levels 
today. He also reveals how this has translated – or failed to translate 
– into the lived experiences and careers of professional women.

Tom will be joined by Petra Wetzel, founder and Managing Director 
of WEST Brewery in Glasgow. Chaired by the BBC’s Shelley Jofre.

  
TOM DOYLE
Captain Fantastic: Elton John in the 70s
Venue: Mitchell Library
18.00 – 19.00 | £9

In August 1970 Elton John achieved overnight fame after a rousing 
performance at the Troubadour in Los Angeles; over the next five 
years he was unstoppable, scoring seven consecutive number 1 
albums and sixteen Top 10 singles in America. But behind his outre 
image and comedy glasses lay a desperately shy individual, 
conflicted about his success, his sexuality, and his narcotic 
indulgences. In 1975, at the apex of his fame, John attempted 
suicide yet, after announcing his retirement in 1977 at the age of 
thirty as well as coming out as a gay man, he gradually found his 
way back to music.

Tom Doyle is an acclaimed music journalist, author and long-
standing contributor to Q, Mojo, Guardian and Billboard. Captain 
Fantastic is an intimate look at the rise, fall and rise again of John’s 
fame and drug-fuelled decade. Chaired by Nicola Meighan.
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Jim Carruth introduces 
ADAM O’RIORDAN & RACHAEL BOAST
Venue: Mitchell Library
18.00 – 19.00 | £6

The Glasgow Poet Laureate Jim Carruth will introduce two 
prize-winning poets in this session.

The poems in Adam O’Riordan’s second collection A Herring 
Famine are of contradictory impulses: of abundance and famine, of 
absence and presence, of endings and new beginnings. Bounding 
place and time, and urging into being both the living and the dead, 
this remarkable and crystalline collection captures the struggle, folly 
and wonder of the human heart.

Void Studies, Rachael Boast’s extraordinary new collection, 
realizes a project that the French Symbolist poet Arthur Rimbaud had 
proposed, but never written. It is an airy and beautiful book, one in 
which Boast has spun a pure music to both ask and answer the most 
profound questions poetry can frame.

  
CHRIS LESLIE
Disappearing Glasgow
Venue: Mitchell Library
19.45 – 21.15 | £9 
Sponsored by the Open University in Scotland

Glasgow is not just famous for its humour, its shipyards and its bold 
Victorian architecture, built in the days when it was the ‘second city 
of the Empire’. It’s also renowned as the home in the UK of the failed 
experiment with modernist architecture in the 1950s and 1960s - where 
those cleared from 19th century slums of the Gorbals and Govan were 
housed in vast tower block estates far from the city centre, devoid of 
facilities and a sense of community. Initially a huge improvement on 
existing living conditions, a lack of investment and poor build quality 
meant these bold visions of the future soon fell into neglect.

Photographer and filmmaker, Chris Leslie, examines 
Glasgow’s process of demolishing these contentious estates in 
Disappearing Glasgow, a book that is stimulating, haunting and 
moving in equal measure.

  
LAURENCE REES
The Holocaust: A New History
Venue: Mitchell Library
19.45 – 20.45 | £9

Laurence Rees’s The Holocaust: A New History is a landmark work 
which attempts to answer two of the most fundamental questions in 
history - how, and why, did the Holocaust happen? The author has 
spent twenty-five years meeting survivors and perpetrators of the 
Third Reich and the Holocaust. He combines largely unpublished 
testimony with the latest academic research to argue that whilst 
hatred of the Jews was always at the epicentre of Nazi thinking - 
and the Holocaust was the most appalling crime in history - what 
happened cannot be fully understood without considering the murder 
of the Jews alongside other Nazi plans to kill millions of non-Jews 
as well. Lawrence will be in conversation with the novelist J. David 
Simons for what will undoubtedly be a compelling discussion about 
humanity’s lowest point.

 
IAN DONALDSON
A Rainbow in the Basement
Venue: Mitchell Library
19.45 – 20.45 | £6

Ian Donaldson is the former lead singer and lyricist of ‘80s Glasgow 
synth-pop group H2O (you may remember their appearances on 
Top of the Pops). His debut novel A Rainbow in the Basement is 
a tale with a fable-like twist, set in Glasgow and America. It’s a story 
about life and death and, in particular, the coping mechanisms we 
have developed around the latter. Ian will be in conversation with 
the journalist and author Shari Low and will be performing a couple 
of songs. Chaired by the Daily Record’s Shari Low.
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CHRISTINE DE LUCA, JEN HADFIELD, 
STEWART SANDERSON, GRIGORY KRUZHKOV, 
LEV OBORIN AND MARINA BORODITSKAYA
Sonnets Exchange
Venue: Mitchell Library
19.45 – 20.45 | £6

Join us for an evening of bilingual poetry, as three of Russia’s leading 
contemporary poets team up with Christine De Luca, Jen Hadfield 
and Stewart Sanderson.

In September 2016, Christine, Jen and Stewart visited Russia to 
work with Grigory Kruzhkov, Lev Oborin and Marina Boroditskaya. 
Using Shakespeare’s sonnets as a stepping-off point, they produced 
translations of each other’s poems in Russian, Scottish and 
Shetlandic.

Tonight we’ll be hearing the poems for the first time, and 
learning about the challenges, rewards and revelations of the 
translation process.

The exchange is organised by the British Council in co-operation 
with The Scottish Poetry Library and supported by the Edwin 
Morgan Trust.

 
ELAINE C. SMITH
The Books That Made Me
Venue: Glasgow Royal Concert Hall
18.00 – 19.00 | £10
Sponsored by Macmillan @ Glasgow Libraries

One of Scotland’s most well-kent faces, actress and comedian Elaine 
C. Smith was born in Motherwell and trained at the Royal Scottish 
Academy of Music and Drama and Queen Margaret University. She 
is known for her many roles on television from City Lights to Two 
Doors Down, and of course for her unforgettable portrayal of Mary 
Doll alongside Gregor Fisher in Rab C. Nesbitt. Her stage credits 
include the original productions of The Steamie, The Pure, The Dead 
and the Brilliant and I Dreamed a Dream. Elaine will be sharing her 
most treasured books with us in what we are sure will be a memorable 
event. Chaired by Alan Bissett.

  
JAMES HANRATTY
The Making of an Immigration Judge
Venue: Mitchell Library
18.00 – 19.00 | £9

James Hanratty’s book is a captivating memoir tackling the most 
talked about issue of recent times, the European immigration crisis. 
This is the fascinating and thought-provoking life story of one of 
the UK’s most experienced judges, a man who knows the country’s 
courtrooms - and the realities of the immigration crisis - inside out. 
As the western world struggles to cope with the influx of immigrants 
fleeing tyranny and war, The Making of an Immigration Judge cuts 
through the hysteria of the headlines to provide a definitive account 
of the problems facing Europe today and how we might solve them. 
With more than a decade’s experience as an immigration judge, 
James Hanratty has seen the plight of these people first hand and 
made decisions that changed lives forever. Chaired by Andrew Kelly.

  
DANIEL RACHEL & DAVE RANDALL
Mixing Pop and Politics
Venue: Mitchell Library
18.00 – 19.00 | £9

Musicians have often wanted to change the world – many have 
believed in the political power of music. Years of touring with Faithless 
(and protesting) have given Dave Randall a unique insider’s view 
of the music industry. Sound System talks about music as a force 
for social change as well as something that has been used to keep 
people in their place throughout history. 

Daniel Rachel’s Walls Come Tumbling Down charts the pivotal 
period between 1976 and 1992 that saw politics and pop music come 
together. Musicians and their fans suddenly became instigators 
of social change, and the political persuasion of musicians was 
as important as the songs they sang. He follows the rise and fall 
of three key movements of the time: Rock Against Racism, 2 Tone, 
and Red Wedge.
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ALASTAIR McINTOSH
Poacher’s Pilgrimage
Venue: Mitchell Library
18.00 – 19.00 | £9

The islands of the Outer Hebrides are home to some of the most 
remote and spectacular scenery in the world. They host an 
astonishing range of mysterious structures - stone circles, beehive 
dwellings, holy wells and ‘temples’ from the Celtic era. Over a twelve-
day pilgrimage, often in appalling conditions, Alastair McIntosh 
returns to the islands of his childhood and explores the meaning of 
these places. Poacher’s Pilgrimage is a walk through space and time, 
across a physical landscape and into a spiritual one. As he battled 
with his own ability to endure some of the toughest terrain in Britain, 
he met with the healing power of the land and its communities. 
This is a moving book, a powerful reflection not simply of this 
extraordinary place and its people met along the way, but of 
imaginative hope for humankind. Chaired by David Robinson.

  
LYNN KNIGHT
The Button Box
Venue: Mitchell Library
18.00 – 19.00 | £9

An inlaid wooden chest the size of a shoe box holds Lynn Knight’s 
button collection. A collection that has been passed down through 
three generations of women: a chunky sixties-era toggle from a 
favourite coat, three tiny pearl buttons from her mother’s first dress 
after she was adopted as a baby, a jet button from a time of Victorian 
mourning. Each button tells a story.

‘They change our view of the world and the world’s view of us’, said 
Virginia Woolf of clothes. The Button Box traces the story of women at 
home and in work from pre-First World War domesticity, through the 
first clerical girls in silk blouses, to the delights of beading and glamour 
in the thirties to short skirts and sexual liberation in the sixties. Chaired 
by Janet Smyth.

  
TIM BURGESS
Tim Book Two
Venue: Glasgow Royal Concert Hall
19.45 – 20.45 | £10

The follow up to Charlatans front man Tim Burgess’s critically 
acclaimed memoir Telling Stories is the marvellously titled Tim Book 
Two - a tale of his lifelong passion for records, the shops that sell 
them, and the people who make them.

For this ‘Difficult second book’ Tim set himself a quest. He would 
get in touch with people he admired (Iggy Pop, Johnny Marr, David 
Lynch, Cosey Fanni Tutti) and ask them to suggest an album for 
him to track down on his travels, giving an insight into what makes 
them tick. It would also offer a chance to see how record shops were 
faring in the digital age - one in which vinyl was still a much-treasured 
format. Come and hear the tender, funny and surprising story of 
what came back. Chaired by Peter Ross.

 
ALEX GRAY, DOUGLAS SKELTON & LES WOOD
The Dear Gritty Place
Venue: Mitchell Library
19.45 – 20.45 | £9

Three top notch crime writers whose books are set in our fair city.
Alex Gray is an award-winning crime writer and the co-founder of 
the Bloody Scotland international crime writing festival. In her latest 
novel Still Dark New Year’s Eve heralds the unwelcome return of an old 
enemy of DS William Lorimer.

In Douglas Skeltons’s Tag – You’re Dead, wise-cracking investigator 
Dominic Queste is on the trail of Sam Price, a man with an unhealthy 
interest in the recent murder of a young woman. Did he kill the girl? 
When Queste starts getting threatening text messages, it soon 
becomes clear that a serial killer is on the loose.

Dark Side of the Moon by Les Wood is a hugely enjoyable romp 
told from the criminal’s point-of-view. Full of twists and turns, it will 
have you laughing out loud.
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Four Mums in a Boat
Venue: Mitchell Library
19.45 – 20.45 | £9

This is the incredible true story of four ordinary working mums from 
Yorkshire who took on an extraordinary challenge and broke a world 
record along the way.

Janette, Frances, Helen and Niki, met at the local Saturday 
morning rowing club where they’d have a laugh and a gossip, get the 
blood pumping in the open air, and feel invigorated. Brought together 
by their love of rowing, they quickly became firm friends, and it wasn’t 
long before they cooked up a crazy idea - they were going to cross 
3,000 miles of treacherous ocean in the toughest row in the world, 
The Talisker Whisky Atlantic Challenge.

This is the story of how four friends together had the audacity to 
go on a wild, terrifying and beautiful adventure. Chaired by the BBC’s 
Theresa Talbot.

 
HOWARD CUNNELL & BRIAN JOHNSTONE 
Family & Secrets
Venue: Mitchell Library
19.45 – 20.45 | £9

As a boy, Howard Cunnell’s sense of self was dominated by his 
father’s absence. Now, years later, he is a father, and his daughter is 
becoming his son.

In his absorbing memoir, Howard tells the story of the years of 
self-destruction that defined his young adulthood and the escape he 
found in reading and the natural world. Deeply honest and exquisitely 
lyrical, Fathers & Sons is an exploration of fatherhood, masculinity, 
authenticity and family.

Two revelations, each coming to light 20 years apart, prompt Brian 
Johnstone to turn a poet’s eye on his 1950s childhood and explore 
his parents’ lives before and during WWII. Double Exposure is sure 
to resonate with baby-boomers and anyone who has lost and found 
unknown relatives. The event will be chaired by Shirley Young, author 
of She, He, They.

  
AONGHAS MACNEACAIL & MacGILLIVRAY
Clach-gheurachaidh: The Sharpening Stone
Venue: Mitchell Library
19.45 – 20.45 | £6

Major contemporary Gaelic poet Aonghas MacNeacail and musician-
poet MacGillivray present poems, film and song in Gaelic and English 
for this unique event. 
Bì sàr bhàrd Gàidhlig an latha ’n diugh, Aonghas MacNeacail agus 
bàrd-ceòladair MacGillebhrath a’ tabhainn dhàn, fiolmaichean is 
òrain ann an Gàidhlig is Beurla, dha’n chuirm àraid seo.

  
ANNE GALASTRO
Joan Eardley: A Sense of Place
Venue: Mitchell Library
11.30 – 12.30 | £9

Joan Eardley (1921-1963) is one of Scotland’s most admired artists. 
During a career that lasted barely fifteen years, she concentrated 
on two very distinct themes: children in the Townhead area of central 
Glasgow, and the fishing village of Catterline, just south of Aberdeen, 
with its leaden skies and wild sea. The contrast between this urban 
and rural subject matter is self-evident, but the two are not, at heart, 
so very different. Eardley was inspired by the humanity she found in 
both places. These two intertwining strands are the focus of this book, 
and Anne Galastro’s talk will provide a new and remarkably detailed 
account of Eardley’s life and art.
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TRAVIS ELBOROUGH & MALACHY TALLACK
Improbable Places and Undiscovered Islands
Venue: Mitchell Library
11.30 – 12.30 | £9

In his Atlas of Improbable Places, Travis Elborough goes in search 
of the obscure and bizarre, the beautiful and estranged. Taking in 
the defiant relics of ancient cities such as Ani, the church tower of 
San Juan Parangaricuto, and the labyrinths of Berlin and Beijing. 
With beautiful maps and stunning photography illustrating each 
destination, this is a fascinating voyage to the world’s most 
incredible destinations. 

Malachy Tallack returns to Aye Write! with The Un-Discovered 
Islands, an exploration of two dozen islands once believed to be real 
but no longer on the map. From the well-known story of Atlantis to 
more obscure tales from around the globe; from ancient history right 
up to the present day. This is an atlas of legend and wonder, of places 
discovered and then un-discovered.

  
KIT WHARTON
Emergency Admissions – Ambulance Driver Tells All
Venue: Mitchell Library
11.30 – 12.30 | £9

Shocking, funny and unflinchingly honest, Emergency Admissions 
gives us a fascinating glimpse into the extraordinary world of 
ambulance driving from the man behind the wheel.

Kit Wharton has been an ambulance driver for a dozen years. 
This book is his report from the frontline of that work. There is an S&M 
party gone horribly wrong and bodily discharges sure to make you 
wretch. There is a man who calls 999 saying he has picked a spot – 
you can imagine Kit’s irritation. When he arrives, the patient is lying in 
a pool of his own blood. Along the way Kit reveals more about his own 
unconventional upbringing, a childhood pickled in alcohol abuse and 
bohemian family set ups. As he says, he was well prepared for the 
ambulance service… Chaired by Daniel Gray.

  
VICKY JACK & ALAN ROWAN WITH ANNA MAGNUSSON
Mountain Quests
Venue: Mitchell Library
11.30 – 12.30 | £9

There is a myth that travel and exploration are the privileged pastimes 
of youth. Adventure has an age restriction and an expiry date. Vicky 
Jack’s inspiring tale of courage and perseverance reveals the falsity 
behind this myth as she becomes the oldest British woman to reach 
the summit of Mount Everest. The Sky’s the Limit follows Vicky’s 
journey from the Munros of Scotland to the summit of the world’s 
highest peak.

Alan Rowan has been a journalist for over 40 years. In his second 
book A Mountain Before Breakfast, he has his sights set on the 
Corbetts. Cue more midnight dashes across the country and more 
tales of madness and mayhem. There are car crashes and roads that 
don’t exist; wild pigs and staring goats; the temporary loss of both 
feet; supermodel posties, giant chickens and snake-infested hillsides.

 
KAPKA KASSABOVA & GARRETT CARR
Hard Borders
Venue: Mitchell Library
13.15 – 14.15 | £9

When Kapka Kassabova was a child, the border zone between 
Bulgaria, Turkey and Greece was rumoured to be an easier crossing 
point into the West than the Berlin Wall. In Border, Kapka Kassabova 
sets out on a journey through a hidden corner of the continent in 
the company of border guards and treasure hunters, entrepreneurs 
and botanists, refugees and smugglers. She traces the physical and 
psychological borders that criss-cross its villages and mountains, and 
goes in search of the stories that will unlock its secrets.

In the wake of the EU referendum, the United Kingdom’s border 
with Ireland has gained greater significance. Over the past year, 
Garrett Carr has travelled this border, on foot and by canoe, to 
uncover a landscape with a troubled past and a variety of 
characters who have made this liminal space their home. Chaired 
by Roland Gulliver, Associate Director, Edinburgh International 
Book Festival.
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MARK BEAUMONT
Africa Solo
Venue: Mitchell Library
13.15 – 14.15 | £9

In the spring of 2015, Mark Beaumont set out from the bustling heart 
of Cairo on his latest world record attempt, the length of Africa, 
intending to ride to Cape Town in under 50 days. This would be 
his toughest trip yet. Despite illness, mechanical faults, attempted 
robbery and dehydration in the deserts, Mark completed the journey 
in just 41 days, 10 hours and 22 minutes, after cycling 6,762 miles, 
spending 439 hours in the saddle and climbing 190,355 feet through 
8 countries. It was an astonishing journey, and one that will fascinate 
and grip the reader. In this talk, Mark will bring Africa to life in all 
its complex glory, friendship and curiosity, while inspiring us all to 
question the bounds of what is possible. Chaired by Chris Dolan.

 
MARGARET McCARTNEY & AARATHI PRASAD 
National Health Services
Venue: Mitchell Library
13.15 – 14.15 | £9

The NHS is the closest thing the UK has to a national religion. Before 
it existed, children died of whooping cough and the average person 
lived less than 50 years. Now childhood deaths are rare and we 
expect to live almost twice as long. Margaret McCartney argues that 
short-term political policies have caused lasting damage to the NHS 
and that we need a new realisation of its founding principles.

In the Bonesetter’s Waiting Room, Aarathi Prasad tells the story 
of the Indian people in sickness and in health and investigates how 
Indian medicine came to be the way it is. Her travels take her from 
bonesetter clinics in Jaipur to the waiting-rooms of Bollywood’s best 
plastic surgeons, and introduce her to traditional healers as well as 
the world-beating heart surgeon who is revolutionising treatment of 
the poor around the globe. Chaired by Chitra Ramaswamy.

   
Louise Welsh introduces 
POLLY CLARK & SARAH DAY
Venue: Mitchell Library
13.15 – 14.15 | £6

In our next session of debuts we are so pleased that award-winning 
novelist and Professor of Creative Writing at University of Glasgow 
Louise Welsh will be introducing these two wonderful novels.

Set in Helensburgh, Polly Clark’s Larchfield is a beautiful and 
haunting novel about heroism - the unusual bravery that allows 
unusual people to go on living; to transcend banality and suffering 
with the power of their imagination.

In Sarah Day’s Mussolini’s Island, it is 1939 and a group of gay 
and bisexual men are rounded up and imprisoned on a tiny Italian 
island, their lives changed forever. Based on a true story the novel 
is seductive, moving and full of insight into the desperate acts 
committed by individuals when fighting for their lives.

  
FRANK GARDNER
Crisis
Venue: Glasgow Royal Concert Hall
15.00 – 16.00 | £10

Frank Gardner OBE is currently the BBC’s Security Correspondent. 
Well known for his reporting from all over the world, he has recently 
turned his hand to thriller writing. 

Drawing on his years of experience reporting on security matters, 
Crisis combines insider knowledge, up-to-the-minute hardware, 
fly-on- the-wall insights with heart-in-mouth excitement. Sent into 
the steaming Colombian jungle to investigate the murder of a British 
intelligence officer, Luke Carlton, ex SBS commando, finds himself 
caught up in the coils of a plot that has terrifying international 
dimensions. Hunted down, captured, tortured and on the run from one 
of South America’s most powerful and ruthless drugs cartels and its 
psychotic leader, Luke is in a life-or-death race against time to prevent 
a disaster on a truly terrifying scale. Chaired by Ruth Wishart. 
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IAN COBAIN
The History Thieves
Venue: Mitchell Library
15.00 – 16.00 | £9

In 1889, the first Official Secrets Act was passed, creating offences 
of ‘disclosure of information’ and ‘breach of official trust’. It limited 
and monitored what the public could, and should, be told. Since then 
a culture of secrecy has flourished. As successive governments have 
been selective about what they choose to share with the public, we 
have been left with a distorted and incomplete understanding not 
only of the workings of the state but of our nation’s culture and its 
past. In this important new book, Ian Cobain offers a fresh appraisal 
of some of the key moments in British history. Drawing on previously 
unseen material and rigorous research, The History Thieves reveals 
how a complex bureaucratic machine has grown up around the 
British state, allowing governments to evade accountability and their 
secrets to be buried. Chaired by Chris Mullin.

  
MICHAEL HUTCHINSON
RE:Cyclists - 200 Years on Two Wheels
Venue: Mitchell Library
15.00 – 16.00 | £9

Somewhere in a German forest 200 years ago, during the darkest, 
wettest summer for centuries, the story of cycling began. The calls 
to ban it were more or less instant. RE:Cyclists is the tale of what 
happened next, of how we have spent two centuries wheeling our 
way about town and country on bikes or on two-wheeled things that 
vaguely resembled what we now call bikes. Michael Hutchinson picks 
his way through those 200 years discovering how cycling became the 
sport, the pastime and the social life of millions of ordinary people, 
how it grew and how it suffered through the 1960s and ‘70s, and how 
at the dawn of the twenty-first century it rose again, much changed 
but still ultimately just someone careering along on two wheels. 
Chaired by Chris Dolan.

  
CHRISTOPHER DE BELLAIGUE
The Islamic Enlightenment
Venue: Mitchell Library
15.00 – 16.00 | £9

The Muslim world has often been accused of a failure to modernise, 
reform and adapt. But, from the beginning of the nineteenth century 
to the present day, Islamic society in its Middle Eastern heartlands 
has in fact been transformed by modern ideals and practices, 
including the adoption of modern medicine, the emergence of women 
from purdah and the development of democracy. 

Christopher de Bellaigue’s book tells the forgotten story of the 
Islamic Enlightenment. It shows us how to look beyond sensationalist 
headlines to foster a genuine understanding of modern Islam and 
Muslim culture, and is essential reading for anyone engaged with the 
state of the world today. Chaired by Andrew Kelly.

 
ES THOMSON & DIANA BRETHERICK
Ripping Victorian Yarns
Venue: Mitchell Library
15.00 – 16.00 | £9

ES Thomson found herself on the McIlvanney Prize shortlist last year 
with such luminaries as Val McDermid, Doug Johnstone and Chris 
Brookmyre for her novel Beloved Poison. She will be here to talk about 
the follow-up, Dark Asylum, another serving of Victorian gothic in 
which Jem Flockhart and Will Quartermain must pursue the story 
through the sordid rooms of London’s brothels to the gallows, the 
graveyard and then back to the asylum.

In The Devil’s Daughters by Diana Bretherick it is 1888 and when 
young Scottish scientist James Murray receives a letter from Sofia 
Esposito, a woman he once loved and lost, he cannot refuse her cry 
for help. Sofia’s fifteen-year-old cousin has vanished but, because of 
her lower-class status, the police are unwilling to investigate. Chaired 
by Sara Davies.
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MARK BILLINGHAM
Die of Shame
Venue: Mitchell Library
16.45 – 17.45 | £9

Full of betrayal, deceit and suspense, Die of Shame is the spectacular 
new book from number one bestseller Mark Billingham - author of 
Time of Death and In the Dark, both soon to be major BBC series.

Every Monday evening, six people gather in a smart North London 
house to talk about addiction. There they share their deepest secrets: 
stories of lies, regret, and above all, shame.

Then one of them is killed and it’s clear one of the circle 
was responsible.

Detective Inspector Nicola Tanner quickly finds her investigation 
hampered by the strict confidentiality that binds these people and 
their therapist together. So what could be shameful enough to cost 
someone their life?

And how do you find the truth when denial and deception are 
second nature to all of your suspects? Chaired by crime writer 
Jay Stringer.

 
JENNI MURRAY 
A History of Britain in 21 Women
Venue: Glasgow Royal Concert Hall
16.45 – 17.45 | £10

Britain has traditionally been defined by its conflicts, its conquests, its 
men and its monarchs. It’s high time that it was defined by its women. 
Boadicea battled the Romans. Nancy Astor fought in Parliament. 
Emmeline Pankhurst campaigned for female suffrage. Elizabeth Garrett 
Anderson became a pioneering physician in a man’s profession. Mary 
Quant revolutionised the fashion industry. In this unique history, the 
popular broadcaster and host of Woman’s Hour, Jenni Murray tells the 
stories of twenty-one women who refused to succumb to the established 
laws of society, whose lives embodied hope and change. Famous 
queens, forgotten visionaries, great artists and trailblazing politicians 
– all pushed back boundaries and revolutionised our world. In Murray’s 
hands their stories are enthralling and beguiling; they have the power 
to inspire us once again. Chaired by literary agent Jenny Brown.

  
BRIX SMITH START
The Rise, The Fall and the Rise
Venue: Mitchell Library
16.45 – 17.45 | £9

The Rise, The Fall, and The Rise is the extraordinary story, in her own 
words, of Brix Smith Start. Best known for her work in The Fall at the 
time when they were perhaps the most powerful and influential anti-
authoritarian postpunk band in the world, Brix spent ten years in the 
band before a violent disintegration led to her exit and the end of her 
marriage with Mark E Smith. But Brix’s story is much more than rock 
‘n’ roll highs and lows in one of the most radically dysfunctional 
bands around. Growing up in the Hollywood Hills in the ‘60s in 
a dilapidated pink mansion her life has taken her from luxury to 
destitution, from the cover of the NME to waitressing in California, 
via the industrial wasteland of Manchester in the 1980s.

  
VYBARR CREGAN-REID
Footnotes: How Running Makes Us Human
Venue: Mitchell Library
16.45 – 17.45 | £9

Running is more than just a sport. It is also a magical way to get 
offline and recover some of the joy that modern life increasingly 
denies us.

In Footnotes, Vybarr Cregan-Reid sets out to discover why running 
means so much to so many. Embarking on a journey which takes him 
throughout Britain, Europe and the US, to the world’s most advanced 
running laboratories and research centres, he discovers the horrifying 
history of treadmills, how running makes us more intelligent, even 
why our bodies look the way they do. Using debates in literature, 
philosophy and biology to explore our simple desire to run, this book 
will inspire you to get off your sofa and head for the hills. Chaired by 
Chris Dolan.
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LOIS PRYCE & SARAH OUTEN
Revolutionary Journeys
Venue: Mitchell Library
16.45 – 17.45 | £9

On 1 April 2011, Sarah Outen set off in her kayak for France. Her aim 
was simple: to circle the globe entirely under her own steam cycling, 
kayaking and rowing. Dare to Do is more than an adventure story. It is 
a story of the kindness of strangers and the spirit of travel; a story of 
the raw power of nature, of finding love in unexpected places, and of 
discovering your inner strength. 

Intrigued by a note left on her motorcycle inviting her to Iran, Lois 
Pryce decided to ignore the official warnings and set off alone on 
a 3,000 mile ride from Tabriz to Shiraz. Revolutionary Ride is the 
story of a people and a country with a wild sense of humour and 
appreciation of beauty despite a comparative lack of freedom. 
Chaired by Peggy Hughes.

  
CHRIS MULLIN
Hinterland
Venue: Mitchell Library
18.30 – 19.30 | £10

All serious politicians are supposed to possess a hinterland, but not all 
do. Chris Mullin was one who did. By the time he entered parliament 
he had reported from the wars in Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia and 
tracked down the survivors of the CIA operation in Tibet. He was the 
author of three novels, including the classic A Very British Coup. His 
successful campaign to free the innocent people convicted of the 
Birmingham bombings was described as ‘one of the greatest feats 
ever achieved by an investigative reporter’. 

Elected to parliament, aged 39, he quickly established himself 
as a fearless inquisitor before going on to become a minister in 
three departments. His three volumes of diaries have been widely 
acclaimed as the best account of the Blair years and Hinterland is 
his memoir. Chaired by Ruth Wishart.

  
VAL McDERMID
Out of Bounds
Venue: Glasgow Royal Concert Hall
18.30 – 19.30 | £10

We are so excited to be welcoming the legendary queen of crime 
back to Aye Write!

A multiple award winner, Val has remained at the top of the 
 best-seller lists for more than 20 years and has seen a number of 
her books adapted for television.

She’ll be here talking about her latest novel Out of Bounds, her 
30th novel and her most atmospheric, spine-chilling and gripping 
to date. 

‘The Queen of Crime is still at the top of her game’ Independent 
‘McDermid is a dab hand at creating enough plausibility to make 

her contributions to the genre intensely readable’ Sunday Herald 
‘What makes this book a real cracker is Pirie herself grieving, 

insubordinate and dogged in her pursuit of the various culprits’ 
Guardian

Chaired by Jenny Brown.

 
DAVID HEPWORTH
1971 – Rock’s Golden Year
Venue: Mitchell Library
18.30 – 19.30 | £9

The Sixties ended a year late – on New Year’s Eve 1970, when Paul 
McCartney initiated proceedings to wind up The Beatles. Music would 
never be the same again.

The next day would see the dawning of a new era. 1971 saw the 
release of more monumental albums than any year before or since 
and the establishment of a pantheon of stars to dominate the next 
forty years – Led Zeppelin, David Bowie, the Rolling Stones, Pink 
Floyd, Marvin Gaye, Carole King, Joni Mitchell, Rod Stewart, the solo 
Beatles and more.

January that year fired the gun on an unrepeatable surge 
of creativity, technological innovation, blissful ignorance, naked 
ambition and outrageous good fortune. How and why did it happen? 
Legendary rock journalist David Hepworth will be here to tell you! 
Chaired by Nicola Meighan.
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ROB SCOTT & ANTHONY BURTON
Crafted in Britain
Venue: Mitchell Library
18.30 – 19.30 | £9

Crafted in Britain is a celebration of Britain’s traditional crafts 
and industries that have survived into the modern world, not as 
museums but on their merits. In an age of increasing automation and 
standardisation, it is a joy to find such places, where craftsmanship 
and personal skills are still valued.

Rob Scott and Anthony Burton have travelled the country from 
the Spey valley, where they recorded the workers in a traditional 
distillery and a cooperage, to Cornwall and the studio of a specialist 
pub sign painter. They have gone underground with a Free Miner of 
the Forest of Dean and seen molten metal being poured to create 
majestic church bells. Crafted in Britain gives you the opportunity 
to share these experiences and delight in the discovery of these 
magnificent survivors. Chaired by Daniel Gray.

 
PETER MacKAY & IAIN MACPHERSON 
500 Years of Gaelic Love Poetry
Venue: Mitchell Library
18.30 – 19.30 | £6

This collection, covering 500 years of transgressive Gaelic poetry 
with new English translations, breaks the mould for anthologies of 
Gaelic verse. It offers poems that are erotic, rude, seditious and 
transgressive; that deal with love, sex, the body, politics and violent 
passion; and that are by turns humorous, disturbing, shocking and 
enlightening. After reading this book, you won’t think of Gaelic culture 
in quite the same way ever again.
Tha an cruinneachadh seo, làn bàrdachd dhrabasta thairis air 500 
bliadhna le tionndaidhean ùra gu Beurla, a’ cur dreach às ùr air 
duanairean na Gàidhlig. Gheibhear ann dàin a tha feòlmhor, mì-
mhodhail, èasgaidh agus ùpraideach. Gabhar gnothach na bhroinnn 
ri gaol, feise, poileataigs is miann fòirneartach cho math ris a’ chorp 
fhèin: dàin a tha aig amannan èibhinn, brùideil, smaoineachail agus 
gu tur ionganatach. An dèidh dhut an leabhar seo a leughadh, cha 
bhi an aon bheachd agad gu bràth tuilleadh air cultar nan Gàidheal.

    
MIKE HERON & ANDREW GREIG
Tuning Into the 1960s
Venue: Mitchell Library
20.15 – 21.15 | £9

This singular book offers two harmonising memoirs of music-making 
in the 1960s. Mike Heron for the first time writes vividly of his formative 
years, armed with a love of Buddy Holly, Fats Domino and Hungarian 
folk music. When asked to join Robin Williamson and Clive Palmer, 
The Incredible String Band are formed and their wildly innovative, 
astounding music became indelibly linked with the latter Sixties.

Andrew Greig was a frustrated provincial schoolboy when he 
heard their songs. It changed everything. Undaunted by a lack of 
experience and ability, he formed a band in their image. You Know 
What You Could Be will delight anyone who has loved The Incredible 
String Band; and their differing portraits of that hopeful, erratic 
and stubborn stumble towards the life that is ours will strike a chord 
with everyone. Chaired by Nicola Meighan.

  
CRAIG ROBERTSON & STAV SHEREZ 
Online Crime
Venue: Mitchell Library
20.15 – 21.15 | £9

The internet is constantly providing new opportunities for crime, and 
criminals and the parameters of what is possible are explored in these 
two topical crime novels from two distinctive voices.

Craig Robertson’s Murderabilia is concerned with the practice of 
collecting items from crime scenes, items only available on the dark 
web but as the novel progresses we learn that the collector must be 
prepared to pay a high price…

In Stav Sherez’s The Intrusions, Carrigan and Miller are thrust into 
a terrifying new world of stalking and obsession, online intimidation 
and hacking. The novel explores disturbing contemporary themes with 
skill and a dark psychological twist. Chaired by Theresa Talbot. 
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Peggy Hughes introduces 
RORY GLEESON & EM REAPY
Venue: Mitchell Library
20.15 – 21.15 | £6

This event brings together a pair of fantastically impressive Irish 
debuts introduced by Peggy Hughes of Literary Dundee.

Honest, moving and human, Rory Gleeson’s Rockadoon Shore 
is a novel about friendship and youth, about missed opportunities 
and lost love, and about the realities of growing up and growing old 
in modern-day Ireland. Highly energetic and tensely humorous, it 
heralds a new and exciting voice in contemporary Irish fiction.

In EM Reapy’s Red Dirt, three young Irish migrants flee the collapse 
of their country’s economy. In the heat and endless spaces of 
Australia they try to escape their past, but impulsive cruelty, shame 
and guilt drag them down, and it is easy to make terrible choices.

 
LE MÙIRN 
(With Affection) 
Venue: Mitchell Library
20.15 – 21.15 | £6

Conversation and song in the company of the author Catriona 
Murray, Margaret MacLeod and Ishbel Murray.

This event celebrates a new book, commissioned by Ceòl ‘s 
Craic, which traces the relationship between “Melbost Bard” Murdo 
MacFarlane and Margaret MacLeod of Na h-Òganaich. There will 
be readings from the book followed by a Q & A session exploring the 
creative process behind the publication.
Còmhradh is òrain ann an cuideachd an ùghdair Caitrìona Mhoireach, 
Mairead NicLeòid agus Iseabail Mhoireach.  

Tha an tachartas seo a’ comharrachadh leabhar ùr air a 
choimiseanadh le Ceòl ’s Craic, a tha a’ leantainn a’ chàirdeis eadar 
Murchadh MacPhàrlain “Bàrd Mhealaboist” agus Mairead NicLeòid 
bho Na h-Òganaich. Bidh leughaidhean gan togail bhon leabhar, air an 
leantainn le seisean Cheistean is Fhreagairtean a bhios a’ sgrùdadh a’ 
phròiseis chruthachail air cùlaibh an fhoillseachaidh seo.  

 
ALAN McKIRDY
Scotland’s Geology
Venue: Mitchell Library
13.15 – 14.15 | £9

The land that was to become Scotland has travelled across the globe 
over the last 3,000 million years from close to the South Pole to its 
current position. During these travels, there were many continental 
collisions, creating mountain belts as high as the present-day 
Himalayas. The Highlands of Scotland were formed in this way. Our 
climate too has changed dramatically over the last three billion 
years from the deep freeze of the Ice Age to the scorching heat of the 
desert. Alan McKirdy has written many popular books on geology and 
has helped to promote the study of environmental geology in schools. 
He will be presenting an illustrated talk on his work.

SALLY MAGNUSSON
The Books That Made Me
Venue: Mitchell Library
13.15 – 14.15 | £10

Sally Magnusson is a much respected broadcaster and writer. 
She is known to many for her work on Reporting Scotland, Tracing 
Your Roots on BBC Radio 4 and Songs of Praise. She went to 
school in Glasgow and studied English Language and Literature 
at The University of Edinburgh before embarking on her career as 
a journalist. She began working in newspapers but soon transitioned 
to television as one of the team on Breakfast Time. She has published 
a number of books including Family Life, Dreams Of Iceland, The Life 
of Pee and her successful children’s books about Horace the Haggis! 
She will be talking us through some books that have made the 
greatest impact on her life. Chaired by Clare English.
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MARK O’CONNELL 
To Be a Machine
Venue: Mitchell Library
13.15 – 14.15 | £9

Mark O’Connell’s stunning new book To Be a Machine presents us 
with the first full-length exploration of transhumanism, which simply 
put is a movement whose aim is to use technology to fundamentally 
change the human condition, to improve our bodies and minds to 
the point where we become something other and better than the 
animals we are. From charismatic techies seeking to enhance the 
body to immortalists who believe in the possibility of ‘solving’ death; 
from computer programmers quietly re-designing the world to vast 
competitive robotics conventions; To Be a Machine is an ‘adventure 
in wonderland’ for our time. This session will tackle an urgent 
question...what next for mankind?

  
JASON DONALD & LAURA McVEIGH
Refugee Tales
Venue: Mitchell Library
13.15 – 14.15 | £6

Jason Donald’s compassionate new novel Dalila is a timely and 
thought-provoking book which tackles its uncomfortable subject 
matter in a deeply affecting way. A book about forging dignity in a 
world of tragedy, and raising issues about immigration and asylum-
seekers through the story of one woman’s plight, Dalila is a necessary 
tale of our times. It is also a slow-burning, spell-binding story about 
how we treat the vulnerable and dispossessed.

Laura McVeigh’s Under the Almond Tree tells the story of one 
refugee family fleeing Afghanistan and the catastrophic effects of 
war and displacement. It is a story of how we hold on to the beliefs 
which underpin our lives. It’s also the story of extraordinary resilience 
and courage in a turbulent world where nothing can be relied upon 
but everything is possible. Chaired by Peggy Hughes.

  
CHRIS FLEET & MARGARET WILKES 
Scotland: Mapping the Islands
Venue: Mitchell Library
15.00 – 16.00 | £9

This stimulating and informative book reproduces some of the 
most beautiful and historically significant maps from the National 
Library of Scotland’s magnificent collection in order to explore the 
many dimensions of island life and how this has changed over time. 
Arranged thematically and covering topics such as population, place-
names, defence, civic improvement, natural resources, navigation, 
and leisure and tourism, Scotland: Mapping the Islands presents the 
rich and diverse story of Scottish islands from the earliest maps to 
the most up-to date techniques of digital mapping in a unique and 
imaginative way. Join the authors for what promises to be 
an engaging and visually stunning illustrated talk.

  
NEIL FAULKNER & VICTOR SEBESTYEN
The Centenary of the Russian Revolution
Venue: Mitchell Library
15.00 – 16.00 | £9

The Russian Revolution may well be the most misunderstood event 
in modern history. In A People’s History of the Russian Revolution, 
Neil Faulkner sets out to debunk the myths.He shows how a mass 
movement of millions, organised in democratic assemblies destroyed 
a regime of landlords and warmongers. He argues that the Russian 
Revolution was an explosion of democracy and creativity and that 
it was crushed by bloody counter-revolution and replaced with a 
monstrous form of bureaucratic state-capitalism.

Victor Sebestyen’s intimate biography of Lenin is the first major 
work in English for nearly two decades and casts a new light on the 
Russian Revolution, one of the great turning points of modern history. 
Lenin believed that the ‘the political is the personal’, and while in no 
way ignoring his political life, Sebestyen’s focus is on Lenin the man. 
Chaired by historian Daniel Gray.
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CL TAYLOR & SARAH PINBOROUGH
Gripping Psychological Thrillers
Venue: Mitchell Library
15.00 – 16.00 | £6

In CL Taylor’s The Missing, when fifteen-year-old Billy Wilkinson goes 
missing in the middle of the night, his mother, Claire, blames herself. 
She’s not the only one. There isn’t a single member of Billy’s family that 
doesn’t feel guilty. But the Wilkinsons are so used to keeping secrets 
from one another that it isn’t until six months later, after an appeal for 
information goes horribly wrong, that the truth begins to surface.

In Sarah Pinborough’s Behind her Eyes, Louise has made her son 
her world, supporting them both with her part-time job since her 
husband walked out. But all that changes when she meets David and 
Adele. As she becomes obsessed by this flawless couple she begins to 
see the terrible secrets they are both hiding and how far they will go 
to keep them. Chaired by Michael J Malone.

  
CATHERINE MAYER
Attack of the Fifty Foot Women
Venue: Mitchell Library
15.00 – 16.00 | £9

Not a single country anywhere in the world has achieved gender 
equality. In more than a few countries, progress for women is 
reversing. Voters in the United States chose a misogynist over 
a female candidate for President. Yet in many of these countries, 
politicians and business leaders profess to believe in gender equality 
as well they might. One report predicts a boost to global GDP of 
£8.3 trillion by 2025 simply by narrowing the gender gap. In March 
2015 Catherine Mayer accidentally founded the Women’s Equality 
Party and watched it grow to more than 70 branches across the UK. 
In Attack of the Fifty Foot Women, her insightful and hugely inspiring 
book, she shares inside views and experiences from building a party, 
and bringing together global research with analyses and interviews 
based on her own research.

 
JOHN HUNTER
Small Isles
Venue: Mitchell Library
16.45 – 17.45 | £9

Rum, Eigg, Canna and Muck – four distinctive shapes rising from 
the waters of the Inner Hebrides between Ardnamurchan and Skye, 
collectively they are known as the Small Isles. In this definitive new 
book, archaeologist John Hunter searches for the stories of the Small 
Isles in the evidence that survives – from the fragmentary physical 
remains of dwellings, defences, places of worship and monuments, 
to the records of early antiquarians, historians and travellers. John 
will present a talk illustrated with a wealth of photographs, maps and 
drawings and take us on a tour of both place and time, crisscrossing 
the landscapes of four fascinating and evocative islands.

 
MICHELLE BIRKBY & MICK FINLAY
Sherlock-ish
Venue: Mitchell Library
16.45 – 17.45 | £6

For those of us who have enjoyed the contemporary re-imagining of 
Conan Doyle’s Sherlock Holmes on TV here are two novels that take 
place in Sherlock’s world but with imaginative twists! Michelle 
Birkby’s The Women of Baker Street finds Mrs Hudson and Mary 
Watson investigating a gruesome discovery in the swirling fog of 
Victorian London.

Meanwhile, a serial killer stalks the capital’s streets and the 
rich turn to celebrated private detective, Sherlock Holmes. But the 
residents of Bermondsey don’t often see Holmes in their densely 
populated streets, where crimes are sleazier and people are poorer. 
They turn to a private investigator who despises Holmes, his wealthy 
clientele and his showy forensic approach to crime. They turn to 
Mick Finlay’s Arrowood. Chaired by Jay Springer.
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RICHARD ENGLISH 
Does Terrorism Work?
Venue: Mitchell Library
16.45 – 17.45 | £9

Terrorism is one of the most significant security threats that we face in 
the twenty-first century and yet one of the most important questions 
about terrorism has, until now, been left remarkably under-scrutinized: 
does it work? Richard English now brings thirty years of professional 
expertise studying terrorism to the task of answering this complex 
and controversial question. Focusing principally on four of the most 
significant terrorist organizations of the last fifty years (Al-Qaeda, 
the Provisional IRA, Hamas, and ETA), and using a wealth of interview 
material with former terrorists as well as those involved in counter-
terrorism, he argues that we need a far more honest understanding 
of the degree to which terrorism actually works as well as a more 
nuanced insight into the precise ways in which it does so. Chaired by 
Neil MacKay, editor of The Sunday Herald.

   
MARY EDWARD & MICHAEL KEATING
A Wealthier, Fairer & More Diverse Scotland?
Venue: Mitchell Library
16.45 – 17.45 | £9

How can Scotland use its new and existing powers to create 
a brighter economic and social future? After years of debate on 
what powers Scotland should have, how can Scotland use the 
powers it has gained through the 1998, 2012 and 2016 devolution 
acts to fulfil its ambition? Michael Keating’s collection of essays 
A Wealthier, Fairer Scotland assesses the opportunities and 
constraints facing a small, devolved nation. 

For the past 200 years, immigrants to Glasgow have found 
prosperity and poverty in its streets and closes. In Who Belongs 
to Glasgow? Mary Edward investigates their history, and the 
contribution they have brought to the city. With clear-sighted social 
analysis and historical evidence, Edward weaves a vivid tapestry 
of the many peoples and cultures that have created contemporary 
Glasgow. Chaired by Lesley McDowell.

   
SUSAN CALMAN WITH VAL McDERMID 
Cheer Up Love
Venue: Mitchell Library
18.30 – 19.30 | £10

Susan Calman is a well-known comedian and writer who has 
appeared on many radio and television programmes. Her solo stand 
up show, Susan Calman is Convicted, was broadcast on BBC Radio 
4 and dealt with subjects like the death penalty and depression. 
Her memoir Cheer Up Love is detailed account of surviving when 
you’re the world’s most negative person. The Crab of Hate is the 
personification of Susan’s depression and her version of the notorious 
Black Dog. Join Susan and Val as they discuss this very personal 
memoir and find out how, after many years and with a lot of help and 
talking, she has embraced her dark side and realised that she can be 
the most joyous sad person you’ll ever meet.

  
MICK HERRON & CHRIS MORGAN JONES
Our Kind of Spies
Venue: Mitchell Library
18.30 – 19.30 | £9

In the wake of recent Le Carre adaptations of The Night Manager 
and Our Kind of Traitor, British espionage fiction is enjoying a bit 
of a renaissance. Here, we bring together two of the best writers in 
the genre.

Twenty years retired, David Cartwright can still spot when the 
stoats are on his trail. Radioactive secrets and unfinished business 
go with the territory in Mick Herron’s Spook Street. Cartwright 
has always known there would be an accounting. And he’s not as 
defenceless as they might think.

In Chris Morgan Jones’s The Searcher, Isaac Hammer is under 
arrest. The police have proof that his company, a private London 
intelligence agency, has broken a dozen laws – tapping phones, 
hacking emails, bribing police – and now he must face 
the consequences. Chaired by Jay Springer.
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ANTHONY CARTWRIGHT & ROSS RAISIN
Football in Fiction
Venue: Mitchell Library
18.30 – 19.30 | £6

Both of these novels use the backdrop of the football world to great 
effect and discuss topics far beyond what happens on the pitch. In 
Anthony Cartwright’s Iron Towns, the once rising star of Irontown 
FC Liam’s mind turns to history – the old steelworks, the abandoned 
factory floors, images of famous cup finals, moments tattooed on his 
body. Could redemption, greatness even, still wait for Liam and his 
friends, here among the crumbling estates and old dockyards?

Ross Raisin’s A Natural delves into the heart of a professional 
football club: the pressure, the loneliness, the threat of scandal, 
the fragility of the body and the struggle, on and off the pitch, with 
conforming to the person that everybody else expects you to be. 
Chaired by Roland Gulliver.

 
JOHN BURNSIDE 
New Poetry and Prose
Venue: Mitchell Library
18.30 – 19.30 | £9

It’s always a pleasure to hear John Burnside read and for Aye Write! 
this year we have not one, but two new books. His latest poetry 
collection, Still Life with Feeding Snake, whose poems live at the 
edge of loss, or on the cusp of epiphany, always seeking that brief 
instant of grace when we see what is before us, and not just what 
we expected to find. Also his latest novel Ashland & Vine, the story 
of an unlikely friendship that transcends time, age and the limits of 
narrative to reveal the unexpected grace that comes of listening to 
another’s history, while telling, as carefully as we can, what we know 
of our own. Chaired by the novelist and biographer Rodge Glass.

  
MARTIN SIXSMITH
Ayesha’s Gift
Venue: Mitchell Library
20.15 – 21.15 | £9

From the author of the bestselling Philomena, made into the award-
winning film starring Steve Coogan and Judi Dench, comes the story 
of a young woman, born in Pakistan, living in Britain, whose life is 
thrown into desperate turmoil by the violent death of her father. The 
Pakistani authorities talk of suicide, but why would Ayesha’s happy, 
gentle father kill himself? Was her father an innocent victim? Or 
will she be forced to accept that her father was not the person she 
thought he was? Ayesha decides that the only way forward is to fly 
to Pakistan and confront his killers. When she goes, Martin Sixsmith 
goes with her. He will be here to talk about their journey together 
and the unforeseen repercussions of it for them both. Chaired by 
Janet Smyth.

 
MADELEINE BUNTING
A Hebridean Journey
Venue: Mitchell Library
20.15 – 21.15 | £9

Over the course of six years, Madeleine Bunting travelled north-
west, returning again and again to the Hebrides, exploring their 
landscapes, histories and magnetic pull. With great sensitivity and 
perceptiveness, she delves into the meanings of home and belonging, 
which in these islands have been fraught with tragedy as well as 
tenacious resistance. The Hebrides hold a remarkable place in the 
imaginations of Scotland and England. She considers the extent of 
the islands’ influence beyond their shores, finding that their history of 
dispossession and migration has been central to the British imperial 
past. Perhaps more significant still is how their landscapes have been 
repeatedly used to imagine the British nation. Love of Country shows 
how their history is a backdrop for contemporary debates about the 
relationship between our nations. Chaired by David Robinson.
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JO NESBO 
The Thirst
Venue: Mitchell Library
Tuesday 18 April
18.30 – 19.30 | £20 (including a copy of the book)

Harry Hole is back! We are incredibly pleased to welcome back the 
number one best-selling author of The Snowman and Police with his 
latest novel The Thirst.

A woman is found murdered after an internet date. The marks left 
on her body show the police that they are dealing with a particularly 
vicious killer.

Under pressure from the media to find the murderer, they know 
there’s only one man for the job. But Harry Hole is reluctant to return to 
the place that almost took everything from him. That is until he starts to 
suspect a connection between this killing and his one failed case. 

When another victim is found, Harry realises he will need to put 
everything on the line if he’s to finally catch the one who got away.

  
CHRIS BROOKMYRE
Want You Gone
Venue: Mitchell Library
Thursday 20 April
18.30 – 19.30 | £9

We are pleased to welcome the winner of the McIlvanney prize for 
a special event to launch his new novel Want You Gone.

Sam Morpeth is growing up way too fast, left to fend for a younger 
sister when their mother goes to prison and watching her dreams of 
university evaporate. But Sam learns what it is to be truly powerless 
when a stranger begins to blackmail her online. Meanwhile, Jack 
Parlabane has finally got his career back on track, but his success 
has left him indebted to a volatile source on the wrong side of the 
law. Now that debt is being called in. Thrown together by a common 
enemy, Sam and Jack are about to discover they have more in 
common than they realise and that they might be each other’s 
only hope.

  
JOHN BOYNE
The Heart’s Invisible Furies
Venue: Mitchell Library
20.15 – 21.15 | £9

Cyril Avery is not a real Avery or at least that’s what his adoptive 
parents tell him. And he never will be. But if he isn’t a real Avery, then 
who is he? 

From the best-selling author of The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas, 
John Boyne, comes The Heart’s Invisible Furies. In his most 
transcendent work to date, we are shown the story of Ireland from 
the 1940s to today through the eyes of one ordinary man. The Heart’s 
Invisible Furies is a novel to make you laugh and cry while reminding 
us all of the redemptive power of the human spirit. Chaired by 
Rodge Glass.

  
THE GREAT SCOTTISH BOOKS QUIZ
Venue: Mitchell Library
20.15 – 21.15 | £6 
Sponsored by Publishing Scotland

We close the festival this year with our very own version of Have I Got 
QI out of 10 Cats For You!

Two teams of Scottish authors will battle it out for the title of 
‘Biggest bunch of know-it-alls’ when it comes to Scottish books. Taking 
part are novelist and playwright Chris Dolan, Masterchef winner and 
novelist Sue Lawrence, journalist and crime writer Matt Bendoris, 
journalist and Saltire Award winner Chitra Ramaswamy, academic 
and historian Douglas Watt and award-winning children’s author 
Alex Nye. With Theresa Talbot from BBC Scotland in the chair, this 
promises to be an excellent way to wave goodbye to Aye Write! 2017!



A large print version of this brochure is available from 
www.ayewrite.com, or in person at the Mitchell Library.

BOOKING INFORMATION
Tickets are non-refundable.

Tickets for Aye Write! 2017 events at The Mitchell Library, Glasgow 
Royal Concert Hall and CCA are available:

In Person: In Advance  
Glasgow Royal Concert Hall (Mon – Sat: 10am – 6pm) 
City Halls (Mon – Sat: 12noon – 6pm) 
Tramway (Mon: closed, Tues – Sat: 10am – 8pm, Sun: 12noon – 5pm) 
 
In Person: During Festival Time 
Tickets can be purchased from The Mitchell Library in person during 
festival time only on dates events take place. All tickets for events 
can be collected during festival time from The Mitchell Library and 
Glasgow Royal Concert Hall. 
 
All purchases in person in advance or during festival time have no 
booking fees. 
 
Online   www.ayewrite.com  

(online purchases subject  
to £2 booking fee) 
Booking fees apply per transaction not per ticket.

By phone   0141 353 8000  
(phone purchases subject to £2.50 booking fee) 
Booking fees apply per transaction not per ticket.

CCA   An additional satellite Box Office will operate at CCA 
selling tickets for events taking place at CCA.

ATTENDING THE FESTIVALS
Please ensure you arrive at the festival venue in good time to check 
our Information Boards for the location of your event.

For the majority of events, doors will open 15 minutes before the event 
start time.

Aye Write! events will take place in: 

The Mitchell Library, North Street, Glasgow G3 7DN
Centre for Contemporary Arts, 350 Sauchiehall St, Glasgow G2 3JD
Glasgow Royal Concert Hall, 2 Sauchiehall St, Glasgow G2 3NY

Wee Write! events will take place in:

The Mitchell Library, North Street, Glasgow G3 7DN

All event spaces are wheelchair accessible.

INFORMATION FOR PARENTS
Please note children under the age of 12 months attending Wee Write! 
Glasgow’s Book Festival for Children & Young People will receive a 
complementary ticket – please ask the Box Office to support you with 
this request (some restrictions apply).

Children 8 years and over may attend the event unaccompanied by 
an adult. Parents are required to purchase a ticket and attend events 
for children under the age of 8 years. A café is available in the venue 
for you to relax with a coffee while your child over the age of 8 years 
attends the event.

Aye Write! Glasgow’s Book Festival and Wee Write! Glasgow’s Book 
Festival for Children & Young People may be subject to additions 
and changes at any time. Check www.ayewrite.com, our Aye Write! 
Facebook page, Twitter handle @ayewrite or ask a festival team 
member for support.

http://www.ayewrite.com

